
The Amateur Game
The very latest from the grassroots including coverage from 
Iceland, the Netherlands and around the country.

Page 27-29

Issue 8 

October 2019 

Issue 8 |THIS MONTHS ROUND-UP OF IN THE COUNTIES

FROM THE YOUTH
Extensive reports as the JDC visit Gibraltar with Keane 
Barry and Adam Gawlas booking their Ally Pally spots.

Page 18-19

win
winmau simon whitlock darts

Courtesy of the guys at Winmau, a 
set of Simon Whitlock darts will be 
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Interview 
Stefan Fitzgerald
Guyana’s Stefan Fitzgerald discusses darts in the 
Caribbean and his World Championship appearance.
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KYLE ANDERSON
Kyle Anderson drops by for a chat 
and reveals all about his visit to 
Middlesbrough, his World Series success 
and living away from his family.
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RATAJSKI RULES 
THE ROCK
Krzysztof Ratajski lifted his maiden 
European Tour title in Gibraltar.
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Pro tour

Words: Paul mason

PORTUGUESE DELIGHT IN BARNSLEY AS 
DE SOUSA MAKES HISTORY

ose De Sousa made history and became the first Portuguese 
player to win a PDC title with an emphatic 8-1 win against 
Gerwyn Price in the final of the Players Championship 23 at 
the Barnsley Metrodome. 

Lisbon-born de Sousa broke new ground by capturing his 
first title in his second Pro Tour final, in what has been a 
stunning season for him so far. He also scooped £10,000 
for his heroics. 

 De Sousa opened his account for the day with a 102.5 
average to see off Nathan Rafferty 6-4 and then demolished Steve 
Beaton 6-1 to reach round three, where he edged out Ryan Meikle in 
a last-leg decider.  

 The Madrid resident then defeated John Henderson 6-4, and Jermaine 
Wattimena 6-5 to advance to the last four, where, in a semi-final line 
up that included Adrian Lewis, Peter Wright and Price, was seen the 
outsider of the quartet. 

The 45-year-old defied these odds though, comfortably beating Wright 
7-3 to book a date with Grand Slam Champion Price in the final. He 
then established a 3-0 lead for which he never looked like losing, and 
from 3-1, he reeled off five straight legs to stun the Welshman and 
absolutely arrived on the darting scene. 

 He later told pdc.tv: “This is a dream for me, I am so, so happy.” 

 “I have fought for 25 years to come here, and at last, I can do this. It’s 
amazing for me to play against the best players in the world and prove 
I can play just like them. 

 “This is an incentive for me to continue my work, and I think I can beat 
everybody if I continue to play this way.” 

De Sousa now has two finals, a semi-final and quarter-final to his name 
on the ProTour, as well as a last-eight appearance at the Danish Darts 
Open in June. If he can transfer this form to the big stage, he could be 
a significant threat in the near future. 

Price can be happy with his days work, as he returned to something 
approaching his best, with wins over Barrie Bates, Davy van Baelen, 
Dimitri van den Bergh, Rob Cross, Glen Durrant and Adrian Lewis to 
reach the final. 

Elsewhere, number one seed Michael Van Gerwyn breezed into the 
quarter-finals, but he was edged out by Peter Wright 6-5 and now 
hasn’t won a floor title since February. 
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JAMES WADE CLAIMS FIFTH PDC TITLE OF 
THE YEAR

ames Wade claimed his fifth PDC title of the year following 
a narrow 8-6 victory over Dave Chisnall in Players Champi-
onship 24 as John Henderson nailed the nine-darter.

Wade had already lifted four events, which included a 
weekend double, before Wednesday’s glory, and sealed 
further success in Barnsley.

‘The Machine’ began his campaign with a 6-3 win over Fin-
land’s Marko Kantele, before successive 6-1 triumphs over 

Jonathan Worsley and James Richardson set a fourth-round clash with 
the five-time world champion, Raymond van Barneveld.

‘Barney’ produced a fearless performance, averaging just under the 
100 mark, but it wasn’t enough to deny a prolific Wade – who pinned 
six of his 11 attempts at double and recorded a scintillating 105 
average.

A close affair with Jermaine Wattimena followed for the Alder-
shot-based ace. Wade raced into a 4-1 lead, only for his Dutch oppo-
nent to win four in succession and gain a slender advantage.

The 36-year-old clinched the remaining two legs, including a breath-
taking 12 darter in the decider to seal the victory and a spot in the 
semi-finals.

Scott Taylor would await ‘The Machine’. The Bolton thrower who 
stepped in following the late withdraw of Michael van Gerwen and 
reached his second PDC semi-final. Wade would prevail, winning 7-4.

He would then breeze into a 4-0 lead against Dave Chisnall in the final, 
eventually coming out an 8-6 victor. Wade pinned 47% on the outer 
ring and averaged 92.2 – which was enough to beat world number 12, 
Chisnall.

Elsewhere, Jamie Hughes averaged a blistering 108 average in the 
semi-finals against Chisnall, but fell short, losing out in a 7-6 defeat.

Peter Wright, Glen Durrant and Gerwyn Price were among the fourth 
round casualties as was South Africa’s Devon Petersen – who enjoyed 
a hard-fought run.

Benito van de Pas recouped some form as he fired in three 100-plus 
averages en route to the fourth round. The Dutchman lost out to 
eventual finalist, Dave Chisnall, despite averaging 104.8.

Players Championship 23 winner Jose de Sousa exited in the second 
round at the hands of Alan Norris as ‘Chuck’ progressed past the last 
64 for the first time in over a year.

Number one seed, Ian White, departed at the second hurdle, as did 
Adrian Lewis, Dimitri van den Bergh and Daryl Gurney, while Michael 
Smith and world champions Rob Cross and Gary Anderson exited in 
round one. Words: BEN HUDD

Two-time world champion Adrian Lewis enjoyed a much-needed return 
to form with a run to the semi-finals - where Gerwyn Price took his scalp 
in a 7-4 victory. 

In an incredible first-round match, Justin Pipe posted a 112 average to 
beat Ryan Joyce 6-2, with the Newcastle man averaging 108.6 himself, 
while Gary Anderson found himself a tough second-round opponent in 
Peter Wright, who sent him packing 6-3.
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GURNEY RECOUPS FORM DURING PC25 
TRIUMPH IN BARNSLEY

aryl Gurney got back in the winners’ circle at PC25 in 
Barnsley with an 8-5 win in the final against UK Open 
Champion, Nathan Aspinall.

‘Superchin’ was solid all day, and rarely troubled, as he 
breezed to the £10,000 first prize, and his first Players 
Championship crown of the year.

The Irishman began his day with a 6-2 win against 
Darren Webster and then saw off World Cup finalist 

Steve Lennon 6-3 to reach the last 32, where the same scoreline 
defeated Mervyn King. 

Another 6-3 win, this time over Jelle Klaasen, advanced Gurney to the 
last eight, where he beat Peter Wright 6-2 in a low key affair. Gurney 
managed to up his game with a 100.5 average to defeat Ian White 7-4 
to book a final date with Aspinall.

The final saw the first six legs shared, before Gurney established a 
6-4 lead with the first break of the match, checking out on 45. Aspinall 
pulled back to 7-5 but was unable to stop Gurney from lifting the title 
with an 8-5 victory.

Elsewhere, Peter Wright had to get past Gary Anderson in round one 
- where a 102.9 average handed the Scotsman a 6-5 win. ‘Snakebite’ 
would then average a whopping 111.8 in a 6-3 win against James 
Wilson, 104.4 in a 6-2 win against Ryan Joyce and 108.3 in a 6-3 triumph 
over Callan Rydz, before eventual winner Gurney sent him packing 6-2, 
with just an 89.1 average for Wright proving costly.

Average of the day went to Conan Whitehead, who posted a blistering 
115.3 average in his 6-2 win against Jose De Sousa. Whitehead would 
exit 6-1 at the hands of Gerwyn Price in the third round.

d

Words:  Andrew Sinclair

Nine-dart hero earlier in the day, Rob Cross continued his quest for 
a first ProTour title of the year with a 6-2 defeat of Keegan Brown in 
the third round, while Matthew Edgar and Cristo Reyes put together 
crucial runs for their World Championship hopes. 

Saturday’s winner Daryl Gurney was beaten comfortably by Gary 
Anderson, and Kyle McKinstry’s ProTour debut came to an end 
against James Richardson.

It had been a weekend of high averages in Barnsley, and that showed 
no signs of relenting in the fourth round as Mensur Suljović produced 
a massive 112.6 against Glen Durrant and Gary Anderson posted a 
108.7 against Richardson. Elsewhere, Gabriel Clemens’ World Grand 
Prix hopes were scuppered by Jonny Clayton to seal Dimitri van den 
Bergh’s debut in the double-start event.

Ross Smith’s first quarter-final since the UK Open saw the latest 
in a succession of superb wins for Jonny Clayton, while Ian White 
registered his third ton-plus average of the day in whitewashing Andy 
Boulton and Steve West. Mensur Suljović saw off Gary Anderson and 
Cristo Reyes respectively to book his place in the last four.

White’s highest recorded average in the PDC - a 115 - was more 
than enough to seal more semi-final disappointment for West, and 
Suljović edged past Clayton 7-5. 

The final was a superb affair, a prolonged bull-off proving vital, as just 
a couple of breaks of throw provided a fascinating contest. White’s 
nine-darter to level up at 5-5 only spurred both players on further, 
and after Suljović missed a dart at 158 to win it 8-6, the pattern of 
the match was summed up in the decider as he took out 109 with 
‘Diamond’ sitting on 7-5 to claim the Players Championship 26 title.

SULJOVIC DENIES NINE-DART WHITE TO 
CLAIM FIRST FLOOR TITLE FOR TWO YEARS

Mensur Suljović won a thrilling final 8-7 for the second 
time in a few weeks to claim his first-ever PDC title on 
English soil, and just his second Players Championship 
crown.

It was Michael van Gerwen in Vienna, and it must’ve felt 
like the world number one again for the Austrian today 
in Barnsley, as an inspired Ian White averaged 104.4 for 
the tournament, hit a nine-darter in the final and threw 
everything at Suljović. 

Incredibly, White is still yet to win a floor title this year, previously his 
speciality, despite two finals and several other deep runs leaving him 
fifth in the Players Championship Order of Merit.

There were plenty of upsets to be had right from the off at Players 
Championship 26, as Peter Wright, Dave Chisnall and Adrian Lewis 
were among those beaten in the first round. 

Particularly notable was a rare win for Jamie Lewis over Michael Smith. 
Sunday was also the final day of World Grand Prix qualification, and 
with 30 of the 32 places already wrapped up, it was down to Mervyn 
King and Dimitri van den Bergh to try and hold off several challengers 
and seal their spots in Dublin.

World Matchplay quarter-finalist King recovered from a poor start to 
see off Reece Robinson in round one, while van den Bergh eased past 
Robert Thornton. The Belgian lost out to a resurgent Alan Norris in 
the next round, however, to leave the door ajar for the likes of José de 
Sousa, Ron Meulenkamp and Gabriel Clemens. King sealed his spot at 
the Citywest with a 6-4 win and 105 average against Scott Baker, and 
produced a similar display in the last 32, only to lose out 6-5 to Steve 
West.
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BDO WORLD TROPHY TRIUMPHS FOR WILLIAMS AND ASHTON
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Jim Williams and Lisa Ashton lifted the 2019 BDO World Trophy 
titles after three days of exciting action at the King George’s Hall 
in Blackburn.

After recording a relatively routine 5-1 win over former Premier 
League star Wez Newton in the first round, the Welshman had to 
work hard to beat qualifier Scott Taylor, who posted a tournament 
record 104.6 average in his first-round win over Derk Telnekes, 
5-4 to make it to the Sunday.

In the quarter-final ‘The Quiff’ started well against the USA’s Joe 
Chaney, leading 5-2 at one stage. ‘The Chainsaw’ won three legs 
on the spin to force a decider, but Williams held his nerve to win 
6-5 with a 90.95 average.

That led the England Open winner to face off with New Zealand’s 
Mark McGrath, who had accounted for the Dutch trio of Chris 
Landman, Martijn Kleermaker and Wesley Harms to make the 
semis, for a place in the final. Williams raced into an early lead, 
and this time there was no hesitation as the 35-year-old won 7-2 
with a 92.57 average.

The final obstacle between Williams and the title was Dutchman 
Richard Veenstra, who had enjoyed a far more difficult route to his 
first BDO major final.

‘Flyers’, the top seed in the men’s event, was solid but unspectacular 
in his 5-2 opening-round win over Justin Thompson and he then 
had to survive match darts against both Nick Kenny and Daniel 
Day to make it through to the semis. Against Day, who surprised 
a lot of people by making it to the quarters after being a late 
replacement for Canada’s David Cameron, Veenstra trailed 4-0 at 
one stage and survived five match darts to win 6-5.

He then had a slightly easier time of it in the semis against Poland’s 
Sebastian Steyer, winning 7-4 with an 80.01 average.

In the final, Williams broke Veenstra in the second and fourth legs 
to move into an early 3-1 lead, but the Dutchman broke back twice 
to lead 4-3 at the mid-game interval.

‘The Quiff’ broke in the first leg back with a 15-darter and went 
onto win four of the next six to prevail 8-6, eventually winning the 
match with a 76 checkout, his highest of the final. Williams, who 

pockets £8,000 for his first BDO major win, is the first Welshman 
to win a major in the organisation since Martin Phillips at the 2014 
World Masters and he finished the final with an 85.36 average.

Eight men’s seeds, including Scott Waites, Dave Parletti and 2018 
finalist Michael Unterbuchner, fell in the first round of a competition 
which had its fair share of surprises, while Andy Hamilton finished 
the tournament with the highest finish after taking out a brilliant 
170 against Wesley Harms in the last 16.

Lisa Ashton won her first major of 2019 and the 11th of her career 
thanks to a 6-2 final win over Anastasia Dobromyslova.

The two women had met three times previously in World Trophy 
finals, with Ashton leading 2-1 but ‘The Lancashire Rose’ initially 
trailed 2-0 against her Russian-born opponent.

The 49-year-old then won six legs on the spin to win 6-2 with an 
81.04 average and pick up the £3,000 top prize.

Ashton had secured relatively comfortable early wins over Corrine 
Hammond and Casey Gallagher before getting pushed in her 
semi-final with Aileen de Graaf. The Dutchwoman had beaten 
Mikuru Suzuki in the quarters, but Ashton was not to be denied as 
she won 5-4 by taking out a superb 134 checkout.

It was a return to form in the other half of the draw for 
Dobromyslova, who dropped just one leg in her opening three 
games against Sharon Prins, Maria O’Brien and good friend 
Lorraine Winstanley. In all of those games the 3-time World 
Champion averaged over 81, but she was just caught cold in the 
final by Ashton, who was playing in her sixth final in the last seven 
ranking competitions she has entered.

With the 2019 World Trophy now in the books, the seeds for the 
2019 World Masters in October are also now set. Ashton leads the 
field for the ladies once again ahead of Suzuki and De Graaf, while 
Harms edges out Veenstra to be a top seed by just one point, with 
Williams third and Wayne Warren fourth.

Words:  Andrew Sinclair
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Raymond Van Barneveld’s retirement season looked like 
ending prematurely after a bitterly disappointing campaign 
in the 2019 Unibet Premier League. In fact, if it wasn’t for 
a rapid U-turn following his initial rash announcement 
that he was retiring after his final Premier League game, 
we may not have seen the legendary Dutchman throw 
another competitive dart as a professional.

He was later involved in the World Series Tour down under, 
and his latest event on stage saw him make the final of the 
New Zealand Masters, only succumbing to World Number 
One Michael Van Gerwen in the process. The question is, 
are things on the up for RVB and much like his old foe Phil 
Taylor could we see one last final hurrah from him and see 
him go deep in perhaps the World Series of Darts Finals or 
the World Championships?

You could say things are looking more promising. During 
this year’s Premier League, his scoring statistics were far 
from we had been accustomed to in previous years. His 
3DA was 90.61, his first nine 3DA was 95.62, his 180 per 
leg ratio was 0.18 per leg, he was on a finish after nine 
darts in just 21.7% of legs played and his median score left 
after nine darts were 211.

In comparison, during the three World Series events down 
under, all these statistics showed a marked improvement. 
His 3DA was 95.46, his first nine 3DA was 104.10, his 180 
per leg ratio was 0.22 per leg, he was on a finish after nine 
darts in 37.5% of legs played and his median score left 
after nine darts were down to 201.

It’ll be no surprise for you to read that these scoring 
power improvements were reflected in his best and worst 
performances across these two tournaments too. His 
lowest average in the Premier League was just 81.96, but in 
the World Series matches, it didn’t fall below the 90 mark, 
as his worst average in these events was 90.16. Similarly, 
his best average in the Premier League was 95.36, but 
in the World Series he rolled back the years to produce 
a stunning performance and a three figures average of 
106.13, a truly magnificent sight to see!

You’d assume with such an increase in averages that 
he was as equally more proficient on the finishing front. 
Unfortunately, his record overall was minimally worse on 
the doubles. During the Premier League, it was 36.46% 
(35/96), but in the World Series, it fell 1.03% to 35.43% 
(45/127). As a result, his average winning leg length was 
exactly the same in both at 15.6 darts per leg. His data 

also showed his stray darts percentage increased to 8.06% 
from 6.48%.

It’s not all that bad. However, there are positives with more 
in-depth analysis of his check out data. Firstly, some of his 
results on his chief ‘go-to’ doubles are on the up. In the 
Premier League, his checkout percentages on Double 16, 
Double 18 and Double 20 were 17.6%, 33.3% and 41.7% 
respectively. In the World Series of Darts, they were all the 
better at 34.6%, 62.5%, and 50% respectively.

Secondly, his combination finishing on the 100+ checkouts 
was more ruthless. During the Premier League the 
percentage of legs won with a ton-plus finish was 5.7%, but 
in the World Series, it was 13.3%. There’s no doubt that 
when ‘Barney’ gets it right, he’s still a threat to anyone. He’s 
undoubtedly giving himself more opportunities than early 
in the season. As you will note from his double statistics 
above, he had numerous more darts at the double despite 
being involved in one less match in the World Series, 
something which is backed up by the fact that he had darts 
at the double in 70.5% of legs down under, compared to 
just 53.3% in the Premier League. His doubling however 
just wasn’t consistent though, despite this increase in the 
percentage of legs he’s getting an attempt at checking out, 
he won 72.6% where he had darts at a double, which was 
similar to his Premier League percentage of 71.4%.

If he can iron out those extra stray darts and improve his 
overall doubles percentage, I’m sure ‘Barney’ will surprise 
us over these final few months, especially if RVB turns up 
in the mood and with the eye of the tiger. He may even 
give the Barney Army the one last hurrah they desperately 
crave.

Who knows how these last few tournaments will play 
out but he could even bow out in the most appropriate 
manner imaginable, something most people wouldn’t 
begrudge for a legend of the game who’s provided us with 
so many magical moments.

stats analysis
RAYMOND VAN BARNEVELD - ONE LAST HURRAH

Words: carl fletcher
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Thinking of advertising? | get in touch today gavin@dartsplanet.tv

Have a chat with us about  
how to advertise in this magazine!
Low advertising rates available, 
for enquiries email us...

gavin@dartsplanet.tv


