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CHALLENGE TOUR

majority of the better-known and better-performing players 
in the top half, among them Tytus Kanik and Scott Taylor who 
eased through to the last eight alongside Cody Harris.

The bottom half was a real chance for someone, and Jitse van 
der Wal grabbed it, averaging 92.5 against Hubbard, who had 
another excellent run, to move through to the last four against 
Daniel Ayres, a 5-4 winner over Belgium’s Brian Raman.

Konterman was starting to flow and edged out Cody Harris be-
fore putting in one of the best performances of the weekend 
to deny Scott Taylor in the semi-finals with a 99 average and 
book an all-Dutch final against Van de Wal, who saw off Ayres 
in a scrappy game.

The first four legs were shared, but the 20-year-old’s finishing 
did the damage in the latter stages to seal a 5-2 win and the 
Challenge Tour 4 title.

Mitchell now holds the overall lead in the Order of Merit after 
4 of 24 events, with Event 1 runner-up Adam Huckvale leading 
the posse of players who failed to win an event this weekend.

Pending withdrawals, the top four of five players will get entry 
to the first ten Players Championship events, starting on Feb-
ruary 8 in Barnsley.

EVENT 3
QUARTER-FINALS:

Paul Williams 1-5 Gordon Mathers

Matthew Dennant 5-1 Cameron Menzies

Boris Koltsov 2-5 James Hubbard

Nathan Rafferty 5-4 Graham Usher

SEMI-FINALS:

Gordon Mathers 3-5 Matthew Dennant

James Hubbard 1-5 Nathan Rafferty

FINAL:

Matthew Dennant 5-4 Nathan Rafferty

EVENT 4

QUARTER-FINALS

Arjan Konterman 5-4 Cody Harris

Tytus Kanik 0-5 Scott Taylor

James Hubbard 3-5 Jitse van der Wal

Daniel Ayres 5-4 Brian Raman

SEMI-FINALS:

Arjan Konterman 5-3 Scott Taylor

Jitse van der Wal 5-4 Daniel Ayres

FINAL:

Arjan Konterman 2-5 Jitse van der Wal

Dennant and Van de Wal win 
Challenge Tour titles as Mitchell 
Claims Overall Lead

atthew Dennant and Jitse van de Wal 
claimed titles on day two of the 2020 Chal-
lenge Tour, defeating Nathan Rafferty 
and Arjan Konterman respectively in the 
finals.

The vital opening weekend kicked off on Sat-
urday, and Robert Collins and Scott Mitchell 
kicked off in style, all but sealing themselves 

spots in the opening Players Championships if any Tour Card 
Holders withdraw.

Over 300 entrants in all four events meant that it was a mara-
thon weekend with over twelve hours of play on both days lead-
ing to some ultra-competitive darts, and it was former Tour Card 
Holder Dennant and relative PDC newcomer Van de Wal who 
came out on top.

In the early stages of Challenge Tour 3, Andy Jenkins hit a 9-dart-
er against Lukas Wenig, only to go on and lose the match 5-4 to 
continue a nightmare start to the tour for one of its most suc-
cessful players in 2019.

Elsewhere in the last 256, Boris Koltsov beat Alan Norris, and 
Cameron Menzies beat Jeffrey de Graaf in two of the more nota-
ble ties, while CT1 winner Collins posted a 102 average against 
Adam Gawlas.

Scott Mitchell went out to a fine display from Liam Meek, while 
the man he beat in the CT2 final, Andrew Gilding, succumbed to 
Connor Scutt’s 105 average in the last 128.

Collins went out to Australian Gordon Mathers in the same 
round that two consistent players over the weekend, Cameron 
Menzies and Keane Barry met with the former winning 5-1.

In the last 32, James Richardson posted an average of 108 
against Chas Barstow, and Richie Burnett produced his best run 
since dropping off the tour by moving into the last 16 with a 5-3 
defeat of Mark Barilli.

The former World Champion was beaten by another resurgent 
player in the form of James Hubbard, while Menzies became the 
first man to make multiple quarter-finals in Wigan.

There was an international feel to the last eight with Boris Koltsov 
falling to Hubbard and Mathers easing past Paul Williams. Raffer-
ty and Dennant beat Usher and Menzies respectively at the 
same stage.

The semi-finals saw Dennant and Rafferty book places in the fi-
nal with mid-80s averages, before ‘The Scholar’ claimed his sec-
ond Challenge Tour title with a superb deciding leg after a close-
ly-fought battle with few mistakes.

It was straight on to Event Four, and there were some signs of 
fatigue with notably fewer high averages than usual. Stephen 
Burton did produce a 101 but only to lose in the last 512.

Collins, Mitchell. Rafferty and Dennant were among the last 256 
winners, but all fell relatively early apart from Mitchell, who made 
it to the last 16 where Arjan Konterman whitewashed him.
The draw was starting to appear very top-heavy with the vast 
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ith the UK Open taking place at Butlins, 
Minehead in the first week in March, it 
remains the only tournament pitting 
amateur talent against the PDC big 
boys, here, Matthew Kiernan looks at 
the conveyor belt of qualifiers since 
Riley’s involvement began in 2010.

With the qualifiers unknown when we 
went to print, we will provide an extensive review of the 
tournament in next month’s issue.

There is something inherently fascinating about seeing 
the underdog triumph against the odds. It is this perennial 
fascination of course that keeps the magic of the FA Cup 
alive year on year. The darting equivalent in the form of the 
UK Open is of course no different. 

In the early incarnations of the tournament, “amateurs” 
could try their hand at the pub qualifying events.  You could 
win through a local competition, moving onto a regional 
finale to reach the main event itself at the Reebok Stadium 
in Bolton. A venue still spoke about in high reverence.  A 
version of this qualification process is still employed by 
Red Dragon’s Champion of Champions event with a good 
degree of success. 

As the PDC began to grow, it was at the turn of the 
decade Rileys first became involved with the event, even 
sponsoring the tournament for the first and only time 
in 2010. It was the first time 32 Rileys qualifiers reached 
the main event from the qualifying events throughout the 
UK, including a young Ricky Evans. 10 BDO county players 
would join them. Remember, this was the same year that 
the BDO rejected the PDC’s takeover bid. Only ten counties 
encouraged the BDO to listen to the PDC’s offer, and they 
were duly rewarded with one UK Open spot each for a 
player of their choosing. Halcyon days indeed. 

What followed between 2011-2013 was some of the most 
bombastic methods of qualifying for amateurs we will 
ever see. Geographically, the events hit the spot, held in 
massive warehouses spread across the UK. Upon entering, 
all entrants would have 15 darts to score as many points 
as possible. From that, the top 16 players would then 
play off against one another in a best of three leg match, 
with the eight qualifiers reaching the main event. Not the 
most thorough approach perhaps but Robbie Green, Ryan 
Murray, Dave Pallett, Mark McGeeney, Stephen Bunting and 
Andy Boulton came through this route during that period. 
What was particularly astounding was that the sponsor had 
qualification tournaments only open to their employees 
during this period - essentially mini-tournaments at an 
exhibition with a famous pro at one of their branches. This 
meant that players that were essentially nowhere near 
good enough were reaching the main UK Open itself. To 
the best of our knowledge here at DPTV towers, none of 
the players that qualified via this route won a game...unless 
it was against a fellow employee who also qualified via this 

method. We are 
also told (by players 
who qualified at 
the time) that 
you could make 
an absolute 
fortune at the 
bookmakers by 
betting against 
them all in an 
a c c u m u l a t o r . 
Again, halcyon 
days indeed. 

And so, we come to 
Rileys, now the sole route for amateur 
qualifiers. Darts has grown in popularity to such an extent 
that entries have never been higher for these events. A 
certain Rob Cross qualifying helped the surge of course 
from Rileys Norwich in 2016. The fabled tale of his uncle 
dragging him from his bed on the day of the tournament 
will forever remain in darting folklore. What’s more, he 
became World Champion just 19 months later. Cross 
reached the last 32 losing to Michael van Gerwen, while 
fellow Rileys qualifier Barry Lynn reached the last eight in a 
fabled run that remains the Rileys record. Paul Hogan has 
since taken the mantle of “professional amateur” with wins 
over Adrian Lewis and Gary Anderson amongst others.   

Other notable names on the Tour that have come through 
the Rileys route in most recent years include Chris Dobey, 
Richard North, Glen Durrant, Jamie Hughes, Simon 
Stevenson amongst others. A small but essential step in 
their development in the long run. 

With now just 16 spots available for amateurs, these Rileys 
events become harder and harder to win year after year. 
DPTV were present at the first one at London Victoria 
where 143 players battled it out to become the first Rileys 
winner. It must be said that Owen Binks, Paul Butler, Julie 
and the team at the venue did a great job in ensuring it 
was a smooth show. No mean feat by any stretch of the 
imagination. A mix of those just giving it a go, County, Super 
League and ex-pros like Alex Roy and Lionel Sams were 
among the field. Grassroots darts at its very finest. Jason 
Heaver from Berkshire would eventually prevail, notably 
against his travel partner, and friend Paul Hogan in the 
semi-finals and then against Middlesex’s Martin Lukeman 
in the finale. 

To triumph, Heaver hit a 180 to leave 36 before duly taking 
it out in a 14 dart leg. When the winning double landed, 
Heaver looked to the sky in relief to hearty applause from 
the loyal spectators who had stuck around to watch. The 
finalists embraced, one elated, the other understandably 
crestfallen after coming so close. It is easy to forget just 
how much events like these mean to those not on the 
Tour, and just how difficult they are to win. With the focus 
of the PDC swaying more and more to their main Tour, 
let’s hope there is still space for events like these to play a 
small part in the future. There is certainly no doubting the 
demand from those that enter.

UK OPENUK OPEN

Words: Matthew Kiernan
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the Ladies game can go from strength to strength.

“The future feels uncertain at the moment. I have no 
doubt grassroots darts will continue but not sure what 
the landscape will look like, and for the ladies’ game, the 
BDO has been the only realistic option for the women’s 
game en-masse. The fight for increased investment and 
exposure for women’s sport generally is hugely topical at 
the moment and this, along with the increased interest 
and exposure globally Fallon and Lisa have generated 
recently needs to be utilised. 

“With so many factors in place, it feels like now is the time 
where the ladies game can move to the next level, it just 
needs someone to go that extra mile and give it the backing 
it deserves, be it the PDC, BDO, WDF or the creation of 
a dedicated professional ladies tour comparable to the 
likes of the JDC, DPNZ, CDC”.

Turner also believes in the future of the sport at a 
grassroots level, and recently became an Ambassador for 
the Blackburn Youth Darts Academy, a role that inspires 
her to inspire the younger generation.

“I was delighted to be asked to become an ambassador to 
the Blackburn Youth Academy back in August 2019. Again, 
the hope is to attract more girls along and give darts a try, 
it’s such an accessible sport, and the benefits are more 
far-reaching than many people realise. Keith and his team 
of volunteers work tirelessly to help the game further, and 
it’s an honour to be part of it. The BYDA will be celebrating 
its third year in 2020, so the aim is to arrange a date for 
all the ambassadors to get together, meet the players and 
play a few matches”.

Finally, 2020 is a year full of hope and ambition for Laura, 
and she hopes to build on her successes on and away 
from the board.

“In playing terms, my focus for this year is to keep climbing 
up the rankings and really work on the areas of my game 
where I struggle – mostly those stage matches! A few 
more tournament wins wouldn’t go amiss, but the focus 
will be in the preparation and getting the mental side of 
the game right”. 

“I’m also looking forward to working with Sky Sports 
once again at a few of the upcoming Premier League 
fixtures. It’s an amazing opportunity and one I really 
enjoy. Ultimately, I would love for the increased exposure 
to encourage more to take up the game and am really 
keen to investigate avenues which may encourage more 
participation”. 

opportunities, but those opportunities are still few and 
far between and the ladies game as a whole needs and 
deserves further investment to ensure generations of 
Fallons’ and Mikurus’ continue to progress to this level 
on a much bigger scale”.

Added to this, Lisa Ashton has also further enhanced 
the Ladies’ standing within the sport, and Laura feels 
that this is another important milestone.

“It’s a phenomenal achievement. Lisa was one point 
off a card last year, and I’m delighted she has secured 
one this time around. It’s another example of how 
female players do have and are demonstrating their 
ability to compete at a top-level. Q-school this year had 
a record number of women take part, but that said, 
there were only 16. Q-school is a huge mountain to 
climb for any player, and the fact Lisa has secured her 
place will inspire more players to strive to compete 
at a similar level, but again I feel this process would 
be strengthened if the ladies game as a whole had 
more support an investment. More opportunities are 
needed for top lady players to play on the big stage 
and further inspire a new generation of player to take 
up darts”.

2020 saw Turner make only her second BDO 
World Championship appearance, but she began 
the tournament with a 2-0 sets win over the vastly 
experienced Deta Hedman. It was a nervy affair though, 
and nerves also hampered her quarter-final meeting 
with Corinne Hammond, with the Australian taking a 
2-0 victory. Laura has taken the positives from her visit 
to London.

“Let’s be honest, neither of us (Me & Deta) played 
to our ability, but what I was pleased with is that I 
persevered to get the win. I do suffer from nerves, and 
it’s the one event we all work towards, it’s the World 
Championships! While many players seem to be able to 
channel their nerves to produce a good performance, 
I seem to let them take over! It’s a huge part of my 
game I am working on. I play well on the whole in-floor 
matches so need to transition better onto the stage. 
We only get two or three chances a year to play in front 
of the cameras, so I need to really work on my game 
to ensure I walk up there feeling more confident. That 
said, it still felt amazing to win in front of my friends 
and family”.

“I let the quarter-final occasion perhaps overtake my 
thought process against Corinne, concentrating more 
on that than the game itself – it felt like an out of 
body experience. Corrine and I have had some great 
matches, but again neither of us put in anywhere near 
our best (and the less said about ‘that leg’, the better!). 
Each time though, I am learning more from it, and 
hopefully, with the work I intend to put in this year, I 
can come back stronger”. 

“Overall, I really liked the IndigO2, but I also enjoyed 
Lakeside. The changes really divided public opinion, 
Lakeside had its ‘pilgrims’, but similarly, I know of 
people who came to the O2 because of the move”. 

With so much uncertainty surrounding the BDO 
currently, Turner is naturally concerned for the future 
but feels with the right investment, care and attention, Words: Paul mason
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Winstanley pays tribute to her sponsors, who allow her to 
play the game around the globe, and she is one of only 
a handful of players contracted to manufacturing giant, 
Target.

“Target make my lovely darts and shirts, nothing is too 
much trouble, they are the best at what they do. Davis 
Permanent Cosmetics ensure my eyebrows and skin are 
always on point, as they know how important they are to 
me!! Pro Liquid are our close friends from Holland who 
are always there to support us, as are A&S Bearings, who 
are a local company who believe in local talent. D&N darts 
are our Irish friends who have supported us from day 
one”. 

“Lastly, my husband, Dean Winstanley, who is my rock; he 
knows how tough it can be. He’s always supported me in 
striving to be the best I can be”.

World Championship created a media frenzy, not just 
for the ladies, but for darts in general. With Beau being 
the youngest lady to compete in the worlds and then 
Lisa earning her Tour Card, this shows the strength in 
depth in the ladies’ game as a whole, and has kept the 
ladies’ game in the media”. 

“A ladies tour would be amazing; our side has to move 
forward, and there’s no better time for that to happen 
than now. I think it’s inspiring for all the ladies there’s 
now been those breakthrough games and I know I’d 
like a piece of the action”. 

Winstanley did again take part in the 2020 edition of 
PDC Q School, but, with over 500 entrants in Wigan, 
she gave a good account of herself once again, but 
ran into some good opposition. This hasn’t dented her 
confidence, however.

“Q School this year was not as successful as last year. 
The competition was definitely tough, and although I 
didn’t get the results, I’m still really pleased I went, I 
didn’t play as well as I did last year and I’m not really 
sure why but it hasn’t disheartened me in any way”. 

She has also linked up with renowned Darts Manager, 
Mac Elkin, and The Sportsman Management Company, 
and Lorraine feels the move can elevate her game 
even higher.

“There are exciting times ahead by joining The 
Sportsman Management Company. Mac Elkin really 
knows his stuff, and we will be working together to 
promote the game of darts in general and help further 
my career. It’s great that there’s now a lady on the 
team, and I appreciate the faith he has in me. What a 
brilliant stable of players Mac already has so I’m pretty 
humbled to now be a part of this”. 

“2020 will be an interesting year with lots in store. 
There’s the BDO tour, the new WDF tour and some 
exhibitions already booked in the diary. It’s going to be 
a busy one, and I’m really looking forward to it”. 

Words: Paul mason
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