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CHARITY SOFT-TIP FUNDRAISER FOR NHS

aymond van Barneveld narrowly 
denied his arch-rival Phil Taylor in 
a remotely contested charity soft-
tip clash, with £15,000 being raised 
for the fabulous NHS staff working 
through the coronavirus pandemic.

Despite being 350 miles apart, both 
Taylor and van Barneveld collided in a 

closely contested affair on the popular Target Nexus 
electronic dartboard – which allowed the pair to 
interact via the system’s online aspects.

Bookmakers Paddy Power provided a spectacular 
production of the darting grandfathers’ streamed 
showdown, featuring MC John McDonald introducing 
the players in his undergarments and Wayne Mardle 
and Stuart Pyke calling the action from their homes.

Both van Barneveld and Taylor, who have been 
crowned world champion 21 times between 
them, competed from their living rooms, with the 
Dutchman gracing the oche with his many trophies 
in the background and Taylor doing so in his rather 
bland lounge.

In an encounter, which arrived three years after their 
last meeting in the sport professionally, and created 
connotations of the legends’ famous 2007 World 
Championship final, both recorded averages of over 
the 115 mark.

Much like he did a mere 13 years ago at the illustrious 
Alexandra Palace, ‘Barney’ battled back from behind 
to see off ‘The Power’ in a decider leg thriller.

As the match got underway in breathtaking fashion, 
the scores were level at three-a-piece, with both 
darting dons having pinned checkouts of over the 
150 mark and £3,000 already being raised for the 
hard-working NHS workers.

Taylor then began to pull away, reeling off three 
consecutive legs, before threatening the nine-darter, 
though, the doyen of Dutch darts fought back with 
three successive legs of his own.

In the penultimate leg of the affair, the recently retired 
van Barneveld – who is also currently competing in 
the Modus Icons of Darts Live League – narrowly 
missed double 12 for a timely nine-darter.

Following his squandered nine-dart finish opportunity 
– which was as expected met with hysterics from both 
Taylor and commentator Mardle – van Barneveld 
pinned a 12-darter in the decider, utilising the outer 
bull to seal the deal – that in soft-tip is classified as 50 
points and a double.

Van Barneveld showed bundles of resilience to 
come out victorious, averaging 119.27 and hitting 
five maximums, with Taylor reaching double figures 
in terms of 180s and gathering £10,000 for the NHS 
charity, Heroes.

Taylor and van Barneveld’s meeting comes after 
former professional footballers Wayne Bridge and 
Jamie Redknapp graced the Target Nexus electronic 
dartboard, with Bridge reigning victorious and £3,000 
being raised

Both Paddy Power and Target Darts aim to provide 
more famous faces colliding on the popular soft-tip 
board, and cricketers Sir Alastair Cook and James 
Anderson are rumoured to be next in line.
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Van Barneveld denies Taylor 
in Charity soft-tip showdown

Words: Ben Hudd
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DPTV NEXUS TOURNAMENT REVIEW
ere at Dartsplanet.TV we are all about 
the fans and getting them involved 
in everything we do. So DPTV’S own 
Sam Langton and Barney decided 
that with all the Nexus boards that 
@Dartwolf180 has kindly given away 
to do our very first competition. A 32 
person, best of 7 charity tournament 

with all proceeds going to the NHS. 

With filling up all 32 places in just 20 mins of opening 
the registration, we were in for a great start to 
the tournament. The draw was made via one of 
Dartsplanet.TV’s online streams, and boy was it a 
great draw, some amazing games to be had. The 
competitors were keen to start as some of the 
games we started that very same day. The first game 
was Mark Tomlin VS Stig Price. A maximum was hit 
during the game by Stig, but Mark dominated and 
took control with a 4-0 victory. Other games that 
bought big scores and finishes was Chris Littlewood 
VS the Coleman, one maximum and a 115 checkout! 
Richard lusardi won 4-1 in his game and also hit a 
180. The first round was completed by Saturday 
evening. It wasn’t a great start for DPTV’S very own 
Gav, Connor, Barney, Sam and Dartwolf who headed 
out in the very first round. 

Tournament favourite Dave Francis continued on his 
winning ways with a 4-1 victory over Thomas Howling 
securing him a place in the last eight, where he found 
Josh Pearson waiting for him. Josh wasn’t taking any 
prisoners in his last 8 match as he took out Francis 
with a 4-2 victory, Dave was unfortunate in this 
game, he had a whopping average of 101.73 and a 
bullseye away from a 170 finish, but Josh did what 
he had to do to get the job done and progressed to 
the next round. Will Abbs faced Dan Tatum, Will beat 
Dan 4-2 to book his place in the semi final. Richard 
Lusardi faced Andrew Burns with Andrew winning 
4-2. Stephen Reddish saw off Stuart Huggins with a 
4-2 victory, a technical glitch during this game meant 
that both camera and microphone weren’t working, 
but the game was played anyway, great trust and 
great sportsmanship was shown from both players. 

From 32 down to 4, the semis would see Stephen 
Reddish vs Andrew Burns, two great players and a 
game that was sure to have some fire in its belly, two 
players that deserve that place in the final. Again, 
due to camera’s being down, these two came to 
agreements and played the games anyway. A 5-3 
victory from Andrew meant that he booked his well 
deserved space in the final, a high average game was 
had, and a few more 180s slammed in, but “Reddo” 
couldn’t quite keep on his winning ways. Unforeseen 
circumstances came in the second semi final game 

as Josh Pearson had to step out of the competition 
due to work commitments, meaning that Will Abbs 
got a bye straight into the final. 

The final was live streamed by Andrew which must 
have bought both players some nerves as both 
players both started off with only 45, the nerves soon 
calmed, and Will went on to take the first leg. Andrew 
pegged Will back to 1-1, but Will then took the 3rd 
and 4th leg back to back to make it 3-1, he could have 
also made it 4-1 but just missed the bull. Andrew 
was soon back on Will’s heels pulling back two legs 
on the spin to make it 3-3. Will took the 7th leg to 
move ahead again. The 8th leg came and this is when 
we knew we had a final, after both players started 
to find the treble 20, and the nerves of the camera 
for Andrew had gone, and despite his hampered 
throwing arm, he persevered and then went on to 
make it 4-4 to send us into a decider. The final leg 
was obviously such a great chance for both players 
to show each other what they were made of, but Will 
knew what he had to do and he did it, racing down 
to the double to get the job done and take the first 
Dartsplanet.TV tournament with a fantastic win. 

Asked if he felt that the pressure would be on him in 
the next tournament, Will replied “I think people will 
be looking out for me and not wanting to play me. 
But I will feel it too”. 

“I’d Just like to say what you guys are doing is amazing 
and this tournament was a pleasure to be in and it 
was all for a great cause. Everyone who I’ve played 
has been really friendly, the community is amazing. 
Looking forward to the next one. Well done to 
everyone who organised and took part.”
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Will Abbs
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Development Tour Diary
ur very own Zac Thornton has 
this year embarked on the PDC 
Development Tour. Here, he gives 
an insight on what the experience is 
like, and what he has learned from 
his first set of events.

The Journey
As a massive darts fan and an aspiring player, I 
decided that I wanted to give the development 
tour a shot. I picked up darts properly when I was 
around 19-20 and now being 24, I decided that as it 
was my last chance to do the development tour as 
next year, I would be too old. The age requirement 
is to be 16-23 and luckily for me, I was still 23 at 
the cut-off point at the start of January so remained 
eligible. 

The first event was Germany, a country I had 
never visited, and it seemed like a dream to head 
to another country to play the sport I loved. So, I 
booked my entry, flights and hotel and was ready 
to go. I practiced hard. I wasn’t playing the best 
darts of my life, but I was feeling great and excited. 

I booked the Friday off work to prepare and me and 
my girlfriend left to get our flight. We were driving 
down the M40 to London when suddenly I got a 
text from British Airways to let me know our flight 
was cancelled. My heart sank a tiny bit, but we rang 
them to see what the issue was. The weather was 
the reason for cancellation, and they could re-
book me into a flight leaving tomorrow morning. 
This would mean I missed the first event. I decided 
to then book a new flight with another company, 
3 hours longer with a stop in the middle. If I got 
there, I didn’t mind at this point. A few phone calls 

and a rather large bill we managed to get to our 
new flight. 

We arrived at the airport to see eventual winner of 2 
of the 4 events that weekend, Ryan Meikle. His flight 
was also cancelled. They had been booked onto 
the flight, but not guaranteed a seat and were on 
standby. We were luckily booked on earlier so had 
a definite seat. My thoughts couldn’t help going in 
the direction of “If a player like Ryan Meikle doesn’t 
make it, maybe I’ve got more of a chance”. 

We breezed through security and managed to get 
aboard. The flight was late to leave and when we 
got to Frankfurt for a change over, boarding was in 
progress as we landed. I’m glad at this point that I 
was a dart player that was fairly in shape. I say fairly 
in shape, I’m more of a twig but that allowed me to 
be a little bit faster to the gate luckily!

We arrived at our hotel at around 1:30am and we 
unpacked, set up the practice board, had a quick 
half hour and got ready for the next day.

Events 1&2
We woke up and got the venue just after opening, 
a queue of many other darts players had formed. 
My girlfriend didn’t know some of the players. I kept 
pointing out people that I’d seen on TV or watched 
on streams such as Martin Schindler, Ted Evetts, 
Bradley Brooks, Gert Nentjes and Wessel Nijman. 
She isn’t into darts as much, so it was all brand 
new for her. I felt honoured to be with such great 
players. I got to the arena and it was a warehouse 
type room with 32 boards. 16 on each side. I 
jumped straight on the boards to get warmed up. 
All the boards had the DartConnect System to the 
side of the boards. I made sure to try them out as 
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playing well, even though we had a lot of uncertainty 
of where darts was going, especially in terms of the 
grassroots. A lot of players like myself put ourselves on 
the line and tried to back certain avenues and do the best 
we could and luckily it started to pay off for me.”

Allen’s decision to do more of the tour was prompted by 
a change in his circumstances at home and it was that 
initially impressive run to the semis in Killarney, with his 
mother in attendance, which gave him further belief.

“I’ve been playing county quite a while and I kept getting 
told ‘why don’t you do it, you’re a good competition 
player’. I think I’m a better competition player than I am a 
county player to be honest with you. I think the final straw 
that pushed me into it, my relationship status changed 
within the last two years and the lady who was backing 
me pushed me a little bit further and she gave me all the 
support I needed and a bit of belief. Hey ho, it’s paid off 
so far so we’ll see where this trip and journey takes me.

“I travelled to Ireland with my mother, who’s Irish herself. 
It was a bit surreal really because I grew up a little bit in 
Ireland and it’s the first time I had time to go back and 
enjoy Ireland itself. The venue, the setup, everything 
about it was amazing. I made some good friends from it 
and although I’d done a couple before, that was the first 
one that I’d enjoyed and got into and it proved that with 
my darts.”

Allen’s hopes of a maiden title also came to an end in 
semis in Romania, where he was beaten by Laszlo Kadar. 
Although he was disappointed with how the game went, 
it was a victory in the previous round that put him in good 
stead for future tournaments. 

“I beat Wayne Warren the round before with a 97 average 
or something like that. Kev Painter was one of my idols 
along growing up along with Trina [Gulliver] and looking 
up at players like that, all you want to do is emulate them 
and play the best within your area. 

“I’ve looked up to Wayne on the circuit, whether that’s 
at the Lakeside or the Gold Cup and to eventually get 
to play him, luckily enough I didn’t let the nerves get the 
better of me, I got it done and he was such a gentleman 
in defeat. For me it’s just amazing.

“Travelling with these guys on the tour, playing them week 
in, week out improves your game but also gives you the 
belief that you deserve to be there. Beating people like 
Wayne and gets in your head and then you know you’ve 
got nothing to worry about if your game’s there.”
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an interview with an interview with 
Antony AllenAntony Allen

he COVID-19 pandemic has led to 
fundamental changes in all of our 
lives. Some have had to adjust to 
working from home, some have been 
furloughed and some have been let go 
from jobs altogether. And for some, like 
Warwickshire’s Antony Allen and his 
partner, they have to continue to go out 

to work every day because they are key workers. 

Like most of us, Antony was keen for things to return to 
some sense of normal when Darts Planet TV caught up 
with him last month. It seemed that the current situation 
was the obvious place to start, what with the darting 
world having to continually change and adapt to the new 
reality we find ourselves in. However, it’s the darts of the 
six months prior to the lockdown that furthered Antony’s 
position in the sport.

The Warwickshire ace has been playing darts for a 
long time, overcoming his first ever dart bouncing out 
of the board and landing in his bellybutton to play for 
Warwickshire Youth and latterly the County’s senior men’s 
teams for the better part of a decade. Allen is now a 
County selector, a role he says ‘involves far more logistics 
and politics than you’d ever believe’ and in the last six 
months or so, he has stepped up his commitments on 
the BDO/WDF circuit, reaching semi-finals in the Republic 
of Ireland and Romania. 

“It was as though someone flicked a switch. I started 
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Kindly contributed by Antony Allen
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