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Social Distancing and Darts
With the German Darts Super League taking place under social 
distancing rules and on TV, Matthew Kiernan takes a look at how 
close the UK may be to resuming big time darts.
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AROUND THE WORLD
We take a look at the online events taking place in Europe and 
beyond, as Dutch, Czech, American and Canadian tournaments 
reach their conclusions.
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FEATURE 
At Home Tours
At home competitions continue as the PDC 
Home Tour continues as the Low6 Playoffs 
get underway. There’s also a brand new and 
expanded Remote Darts League, as well as 
the continuation of the excellent Modus Icons 
series.
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review 
DPTV NEXUS 
TOURNAMENTS
We review our most recent events, including a 
128 person open tournament, and a maiden 
DPTV Youth Tournament, with Leighton “Boom 
Boom” Bennett making it back to back titles with 
impressive victories in both.
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world champions specialWe focus on winners of the greatest 
prize in the game, including 16 time 
World Champion, Phil Taylor, three 
time winners’ John Part & Martin 

Adams, as well as Keith Deller, John 
“Boy” Walton and Tony David.Page 17-29
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ny darts fan will have no doubt had a 
heated debate about both the merits of 
this game as a sport and the credibility 
of its competitors when lined up against 
athletes who push themselves to physical 
limits in order to succeed at their chosen 
discipline.  It can feel like an unwinnable 
argument, particularly when so many 
stereotypes and clichés are still embedded 

in the 80’s version of the game, when pints of ale were 
stacked up alongside players exhaling cigarette smoke 
through dragon flared nostrils under the banners of 
tobacco sponsorship.  

Whilst darts has cleaned itself up somewhat in the presentation 
department, there is no getting away from the fact that when 
it comes to the physical demands required of its participants, 
darts is pretty low down the list of sports where being in tip-
top shape is not only an advantage, but a necessity.  It is with 
this stick that our beloved game is often beaten and hurdles 
are therefore seemingly higher and harder to jump when it 
comes to achieving universal respect, no more so than with 
talk of darts in the Olympics and “Sports Personality of the 
Year”. 

When Phil Taylor finished second in the 2010 version of the 
BBC’s annual awards, there seemed to be much shock and a 
smidge of snobbery from outside quarters.  With several gold 
medallists and major winners from the world of sport finishing 
behind him, even the most ardent arrows fan would have been 
taken aback when his name was announced.   

But what some see as the game’s biggest weakness, can be 
argued is actually its greatest strength.  Okay, so you don’t 
need to be a prime specimen to achieve great things in darts, 
but why should we allow that to be a negative?  If you look a 
bit broader at this equation, what it really suggests is that it is 
anybody’s game to play, but like all others, only the finest can 
succeed.    

Standing at 5’6” and 10 stone wet through, in my younger days 
I could immediately rule out several sports to bother wasting 
my time with.  Basketball, rugby and many athletics disciplines 
to name a few.    Similarly, someone in the opposite boat to 
me would be unlikely to pursue life as a jockey or gymnast.  
Of course, having a large frame is not always a sign of poor 
health or fitness, a certain amount of our natural biology and 
metabolism dictates our physicality.  In darts, like no other 
sport, this matters not one little bit.  Whatever size you are, 
whatever shape you are in, it is a level playing field.  

Even if not physical, advantages of which we have little control, 
just like the bodies we are born with, are present in many 
other mainstream sports.  An individual born into a working 
class surrounding would have a major disadvantage of making 
it in F1/motorsport, cricket, golf or tennis.  Costs of equipment 
and access can simply make it too difficult, whatever their 
ambitions, particularly when there are so many others living 
their dream whilst enjoying the kind of luxuries from younger 
and younger ages that some can only wish for.  By the time it is 
in their own hands, it is maybe too late to “make it”.  

Football has always been the darling of this debate.  “Jumpers 
for goalposts” is the old adage, suggesting equality no matter 
what background.  Physically, there are examples of great 
players of various sizes and shapes, but it would be fair to say 
there is definitely a minimum standard in this department.  
One of the two best players in the world of the last few 
decades, Lionel Messi, was placed on growth hormones by his 
club for fear he would be too small to excel.   In addition to 
this, it is a team game where your destiny is not always in your 
own hands.   Making it requires being spotted.  Right place, 
right time.

No one is saying it’s impossible to overcome such barriers 
and there are many examples of superstars beating the odds, 
but the disadvantages are there regardless and that only 
makes their achievements that bit more impressive.    Even 
some sports you wouldn’t consider expensive can be overly 
challenging for those with struggling families - snooker for 
example.  Not many terraced streets in urban areas can fit a 
baized table (not to mention the fact to buy one new would 
cost you into five figures) and the local club will charge up to 
ten pounds an hour for access, which few teenagers in poverty 
stricken areas can regularly afford.  In contrast, a proper darts 
set up can easily be achieved for less than £50 in pretty much 
any home, with the ongoing costs miniscule in comparison. 

We then can consider age.  The two current male world 
champions have clocked up 107 years between them.  On 
the other end of the spectrum, MVG was hitting 9 darters and 
winning majors at 17 years old and Beau Greaves is doing 
things as a mid-teen that for most players, will only ever be 
a fantasy.   Gender is also no obstacle as Beau, Fallon and 
Lisa have all shown and whilst the women have yet to start 
matching their male counterparts in terms of general standard 
of play, it is universally accepted that this is not down to any 
disadvantage that nature has assigned to them and more a 
cultural one that will surely only eradicate over time, as current 
trends are showing.

In darts, all these factors are irrelevant.  Whilst it is clearly a 
game of skill, when folks of similar ability are facing off, all it 
really comes down to is mental fortitude.  Or to put it more 
simply, bottle.  It won’t be the fittest, the tallest, the thinnest, 
the richest or the quickest.  It will be the person who holds it 
together best.   The one who has prepared and practiced most 
appropriately.  The one that wants it the most.  

This is something to be embraced and proudly boasted, 
not ridiculed.  When two players, be it Joe Cullen or John 
Henderson, are competing for a world championship trophy, 
an open final or a chuck down the local,  the person that wins 
that game has done so without any advantage being handed 
to them by something out of their control.  That is something 
few sports can brag.

It is therefore put to you that darts has possibly the most level 
playing field there can possibly be in any competition and this 
is why their champions deserve a place at the table in the 
upper echelons of sport.  It is THE great leveller.
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In the current climate, we look at reasons to feel good 

about what may be the fairest sport on the planet.

““The Great LevellerThe Great Leveller””

Words: mARK AIREY
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an interview with keith deller

umbers are synonymous with the 
game of darts, but few identify a 
player more than the numbers: 1-3-
8. 

Keith Deller and 138 will forever be 
married in history, with the Suffolk 
native’s 138 checkout to famously 
win him the 1983 Embassy World 

Championship in Stoke still as fresh in his mind today 
as it was all those years ago. The finish, as magical as 
it was, doesn’t define Deller the dart player, who has 
added many more strings to his darting bow over the 
years. 

That famous tournament at Jollees in 1983 saw Deller 
become the first qualifier to win the biggest prize 
in the sport, and although it was a major shock at 
the time due to Deller’s perceived limited television 
experience, he was already building a sizeable CV in 
the build up to the event, having achieved a lot in a 
short space of time.  

“I got into darts because of my mum and dad, they 
played for a local pub team, The Kingfisher in Ipswich, 
and when I was 14 I joined the team “said Deller.  

“I had Coca-Cola and a packet of crisps and I always 
wanted to play last as that meant that I got to stay 
for the whole night. At 15, I was Ipswich Champion, 
16, Super League Champion and at 17, I was County 
Champion, so in those three years I really came on”. 

“In 1979 I went to America. I won a four-man team 
event alongside Bobby George, and I went back in 
1981 and won two tournaments there. I was invited 
by Tony Sontag (Ex England international) and he 
wanted me to use spring loaded darts over there, 

I said that was no problem. I reached the final of an 
event in Lake Tahoe, won an event in Austin Texas, 
and also won the Cleveland Darts Extravaganza which 
was on TV. I was told to go and take the big boys on, 
and in 1982 I went and won the Los Angeles Open. 
I beat the likes of Bobby George and Bob Anderson, 
and then beat Denis Ovens in the final. That got me 
a spot in the 32 man play offs for the 1983 World 
Championships. 

The play offs should have provided stiff competition 
for Deller, who was attempting to qualify for the 
first time, but he breezed through to the main draw 
with victories by scores of 9-0, 9-1 and 9-0. His first 
round opponent for his maiden championships 
would be America’s Nicky Virachkul, the number 
seven seed. This held no fear for Deller though, as 
he had encountered Virachkul and several of his 
counterparts a year previously. 

“I was doing some work in a pub called The Rising Sun 
in Whetstone, and the landlord said there was a load 
of boys coming in from overseas. He told me to put 
my name down, and if I kept winning, I wouldn’t have 
to serve behind the bar. Nicky Virachkul, Terry O’Dea 
and a few others couldn’t knock me off the board, I 
was on for about three hours! So, when I drew Nicky 
at the World’s, I thought he couldn’t beat me in the 
pub, so he isn’t going to be able to do it now!” 

Ahead of the tournament, Deller was brimming with 
confidence, having already played and beaten the 
top boys in Eric Bristow, John Lowe and Jocky Wilson 
in various other events.  

“I was young and full of confidence. Peter Perves, 
the Blue Peter presenter came up to me before the 
tournament and said to me, ‘you’re the top qualifier 
(out of the four qualifiers) aren’t you?’. I said ’I’m 
better than that, I’ll be World Champion at the end 
of the week’. He actually had £20 on me at 66/1 that 
week and won £1300, which was probably £1000 
more than he got for working for BBC that week!”  

“My first goal was to get to the quarter finals, as you 
got invited back automatically the following year in 
those days for doing that, and I fancied my chances. 
Once I got to the quarters, I was focused on winning 
the whole thing”. 

In order to lift the famous trophy, Deller would have 
to play seeds 3,2 and 1 in order to prevail, and that’s 
exactly what he did. John Lowe was vanquished 4-3 in 
the quarter finals, and Jocky Wilson was defeated 5-3 
in the semi finals to set up a final with the master of 
the mind game, and then two time World Champion, 
Eric Bristow. 

“He was the best player in the world, but my mindset 

N

Will Abbs

@dartsplanettv 17

Photo Credit: Chris Sargeant, Tip Top Pics

interview



Still Hungry Like the WolfStill Hungry Like the Wolf

interview

Arron Monk is 30, and I remember Arron when he was 
in short trousers! Keeping up the pace can be tricky 
sometimes for us old’uns, but I’m still giving them a run 
for their money”.

Adams has done much more than that, averaging in the 
high hundreds in matches as well as winning groups, 
despite a recurring and painful injury.

“I’ve got arthritis in my shoulder, and it is progressing into 
my neck. I’m grateful for the good things that do come 
along like the Modus events, and I learn to live with the 
injury and manage it. If it does get a bit too much, I use 
the heat pads and bags and that seems to loosen it up 
again. It’s all about how you manage it really”.

2020 had seen Adams enter two events on the BDO/WDF 
circuit, and both saw strong runs. He reached the final 
at the Isle of Man Open and was in the last four of the 
Scottish Open. He has a much more relaxed outlook on 
what he wants out of the game these days.

“I just play the events that I want to play. Whether they 
are BDO or WDF events doesn’t really matter to me, I just 
enjoy going to certain events and playing in them really. 
Doesn’t matter who is behind the rankings, I just go to 
the events that I like. If I go good in the events then happy 
days, and if I go bad then c’est la vie, I just go again. I don’t 
need to worry about who’s behind me in the rankings 
anymore, I just play for the enjoyment of it all”.

“I just play for the love of the game now. I appreciate 
that I have had a great run in the sport, and long may 
that continue, but you know you have to slow down. I’m 
nearly 64 now and travelling kills you, so you just have 

to keep things in perspective, people younger than 
me have retired”.

Adams got into the sport seriously via a next door 
neighbour, as he was an avid dart player throughout 
his adult life.

“He came over to borrow something, and I was 
throwing some darts in my utility room. He said that he 
had just put a board up in his spare room and asked me 
to come over, bring a few tinnies, and we’ll warm it up, 
and I went and beat him up on his own dart board!”

“I ended up playing Super League, County and 
International matches and it just went from there and 
developed further and further”.

Adams embarked on a professional career way back in 
1995 after being made redundant from his job at the 
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ne thing that pours out of Martin Adams 
on speaking to him is the passion that 
he still holds for the game that he 
loves and that has taken him all over 
the globe. He remains evergreen, and 
is currently taking part in the excellent 
Modus home events. The lockdown in 
the UK is treating Deeping St James 

resident who turns 64 at the start of June pretty 
well if he does say so himself.

“It’s treating me pretty well if I’m honest” said Adams. 

“I’m playing darts online, I haven’t got to travel, I sleep in 
my own bed. What’s not to love?!”

“Prior to the online darts taking over, 
I’ve had loads of stuff to do, especially 
in the garden, so I’ve not got 
bored during the lockdown at all.

“It’s been fun playing the 
Modus events, I’ve really enjoyed 
them. It gives you compet i t i ve 
practice and compet i t i ve 
matches. You don’t realise 
until you play them just 
how good some of these 
young players are. I say 
y o u n g ’ u n s 
b u t 

O

We catch up with three time World Champion and three time 
World Master Martin Adams, who at nearly 64 still remains 

at the top end of the game.
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