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Around Europe
The Czech Premier League, Dutch Darts Quarantine League and 
the 301 Icelandic Championship all reach their conclusion as the 
champions are crowned.

Page 42-43

Richie Burnett
As part of Inside The WDF’s excellent “Golden Arrows” series, 1995 
World Champion Richie Burnett lays bare his struggles on and off 
the oche, as well as some amazing achievements in the sport.
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NEWSNEWS 
PDC Summer Series 
Announced
The PDC Announce a Summer Series to take 
place in Milton Keynes, with five ranking 
events determining the field for the 
BetFred World Matchplay.
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INTERVIEWINTERVIEW 
Colin Savage
The Vice Chairman of the UKDA talks 
exclusively to DPTV about their proposals 
for an overhaul of the County darts system, 
with several Counties already agreeing to 
join.

Page 14-16

BetFred World MatchplayThe 2020 Betfred World Matchplay 
is inevitably moved to Milton Keynes. 
We have exclusive interviews with 
four previous champions in Larry 

Butler, Peter Evison, Rod Harrington 
and Colin Lloyd.Page 19-30
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allon Sherrock claimed her maiden 
crown in the Modus Icons of Darts Live 
League after winning four of her five 
matches last month from her home in 
Milton Keynes.

After receiving sickening abuse on social 
media following a series of defeats in 
the tournament beforehand, Sherrock 

bounced back in fantastic fashion by clinching her first 
title with a string of scintillating showings.

Sherrock dropped a mere two legs in as many 
early victories, and stamped her authority as a firm 
contender to claim the spoils on the penultimate 
day of the third week in Phase Three of the remotely 
contested innovation.

Following a 5-2 win and five out of eight on the doubles 
against Icons of Darts event winner Scott Marsh, 
Sherrock whitewashed newcomer Dave Parletti with a 
blistering display.

The former World Trophy champion recorded an 
impressive 98.88 average, a clutch 107 checkout 
and another clinical performance in the doubling 
department to emphatically thrash Parletti.

Sherrock then defied a 99.62 average from three-time 
world champion Martin Adams, narrowly overcoming 
the legendary veteran in a deciding leg thriller.

The pre-lockdown Premier League Challenger 
averaged 12 points less than her opponent, but 
forced a deciding leg and pinned a terrific score of 174 
followed by 32 in two darts to seal her second victory 
of the week over Adams.

She had previously registered a record-breaking 
103.14 average, four maximums and a 71 per cent 
checkout efficiency in overcoming Adams two days 
prior, whilst surpassing the existing record for a 
broadcast average by a female thrower.

Despite losing her culminating match against 
Wednesday’s winner Boris Koltsov, Sherrock would 
clinch top spot later in the afternoon after the Russian 
failed to exceed her superior leg difference.

Elsewhere, on the opening day of Phase Three, 
Kent’s Scott Marsh claimed his maiden Icons of Darts 
Live League title as he pipped three-time world 
champion Martin Adams - who recorded a remarkable 
tournament average of 101.16.

Jason Askew scooped a brace of successes on the 
opening week, while David Evans defied a nine-darter 
from Adams on the eve of his 64th birthday to seal the 
spoils on the Wednesday afternoon.

Paul Nicholson then returned to winner’s circle two 
days later with four victories from a possible five, 
before former world champion Mark Webster denied 
Askew the treble with a full house of wins on the 
culminating session of the opening week.

After registering his first ever broadcast nine-darter in 
his 38-year long professional career five days earlier, 
Adams claimed the first of four successive triumphs 
on the subsequent Monday afternoon.

Adams was defeated just twice across a dominant 
week in the innovative tournament whilst collecting an 
impressive hat-trick of titles, before Ritchie Edhouse 
achieved the same feat with a series of stunning 
showings in his respective league.

‘Wolfie’ proceeded to continue producing irresistible 
stuff in the subsequent week, breezing to a fourth 
consecutive crown with an unassailable clean sweep 
of victories.

It was Boris Koltsov who scuppered Adams’ 
breathtaking streak of titles from his Lincolnshire 
residence, with the Russian number one winning four 
of his five matches and the eight-time major champion 
managing only two victories.

Fallon Sherrock’s day then arrived as she topped 
the table in fantastic fashion, while Scott Mitchell 
dominated the week in amongst the second pool of 
well-known players.

Mitchell claimed back-to-back successes with ten 
straight victories, before being denied the treble by 
former World Championship semi-finalist Andy Jenkins 
on the culminating day of the third week.

As the fourth and final week commenced, it was 
former World Championship semi-finalist Jenkins who 
reigned victorious once again, before Evans sealed his 
third Phase Three triumph with back-to-back titles.

Welshman Mike Warburton then topped the pile on 
Thursday afternoon, pipping debutant Keane Barry to 
the title on the emerging youngster’s 18th birthday.

Barry subsequently lost just once in his next ten 
matches to claim successive titles, and lived up to high 
expectations in the early stages of his involvement in 
the remotely contested initiative.

Phase Four of the Modus Icons of Darts Live Live 
League will take place throughout the month of July 
and early August, with similar names competing from 
their living rooms, bedrooms or kitchens.

F

SHERROCK DEFIES ONLINE ABUSE TO CLAIM MAIDEN CROWN, 18-YEAR-OLD 
BARRY ENTERS THE FRAY WITH APLOMB AND WOLFIE NAILS THE NINE-

DARTER

Words: ben hudd
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Richie BurnettRichie Burnett::Battling back Battling back 
from the brinkfrom the brink

s part of his excellent Golden Arrows 
Series, Andrew Sinclair chats to Richie 
Burnett, on the highest highs and the 
lowest lows in the sport.

For a time in the 1990s, Richie 
Burnett was probably the best 
darts player in the world. 

Alongside Eric Burden, Chris Johns and Geraint 
Davies he won the Europe Cup team event in 1998 
aged 21. In 1994 he swept all before him as he won 
the Dutch Open, Welsh Open, British Matchplay, 
Danish Open and the World Masters. He made his 
BDO World Championship debut in 1995 as the 
second seed and he dominated, defeating Raymond 
van Barneveld 6-3 in the final to become just the 
second Welsh World Champion in history after 
Leighton Rees. 

At that point, ‘The Prince of Wales’ was on top of the 
world and his Lakeside victory in 1995 was thought 
to probably be the first of many. It didn’t quite 
work out that way for the charismatic 53-year-old, 
who inspired a generation of Welsh players, but he 
remains one of the game’s great characters after 
battling back from some of the lowest lows the sport 
has ever seen.

Burnett has been very open about his struggles with 
depression over the years, so I wanted to know how 
he was was coping during the lockdown before we 
started the interview proper.

“It’s not great but it’s the same for everyone, so I’ve 
got some comfort in that and I’m not on my own. It’s 
hard because I like to be doing things. Some days I’m 
ok, but others I’m not so ok.”

The Cwmparc thrower has always been renowned 
for his frankness and honesty and his revelation that 
he remembers very little of his British Matchplay win 
because he had a good drink afterwards shows that 
nothing has really changed 

While the Matchplay and World Masters marked his 
first major triumphs in the BDO, it was his triumph 
against Barney that lives long in the memory.

Burnett recalls that his opening round game with 
Peter Wright was probably his toughest of that year’s 
tournament, with just one leg against the darts in the 
whole game, but he also acknowledged the pressure 
he felt against the Dutchman, who would later win 
five World titles of his own.

“You have to have some nerves. Any professional 
sportsman will say that because it shows that you’re 
there to win.

“We were both very nervous, I think you could see 
that. Beforehand you just want to get up there and 
get it on. I think about five minutes before the final 
I was sick a couple of times but as soon I got on the 
stage that went away.”

Much like many other dart players, the emotions they 
experienced when the final double went in were, and 
still are, hard to describe. 

“It was surreal, I had no emotion at the time. It was 
something that I wanted always. It doesn’t hit you 

until a few weeks or months later. 
You are on a real high, you’re just 

floating across the ground.

“It was a dream of mine to be 
a World Champion and there it 

was.”

A
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Q&A with UKDA Vice-Chairman Colin Savage

Darts Planet TV: It’s been a busy 
few weeks for you and the team, 
are you pleased to finally get the 
proposal out there?

Colin Savage: I’d say it’s been more a 
busy few months since we released 
our skeleton proposal but the work 
that has been done by the whole 
team has been fantastic and it was 
great to actually release it a day early. 
Every person on the management 
team worked hard to deliver it to 
people as soon as possible. It’s a 
huge relief that it’s out there - the 
hard work starts now.

DPTV: What’s the initial reaction 
been like?

CS: For players and county officials 
alike, very, very positive. We all 
know the history of things that 
have occurred over the last 2-3 
years within other organisations. 
I think people have just become 
disillusioned with the path they’ve 
been following and want a breath of 
a fresh air. They want an organisation 
that’s honest about what it is doing, 
is transparent about what it is 
doing and actually respects them as 
counties and players.

DPTV: Was that the reason you 
felt the game needed a change?

CS: I’ve known Morgan (Barrell, 
UKDA Head of Operations) a long 
time and I knew he’d been working 
on a proposal. Our hand was forced 
a little bit when the Tri-Nations came 
out and then the BDO asked their 

membership for a decision by May 
15th, which they’ve since changed in 
fairness to them, so we had to press 
ahead and get the skeleton proposal 
out. Morgan, Johnny Stefano 
and myself had worked on it and 
agreed together that we needed to 
show that there was another way. 
From that, the response from the 
general public, players, supporters, 
officials was fantastic you know. The 
messages of support and good luck 
and people saying they couldn’t wait 
until the 19th June, it just blew us all 
away. It was fantastic.

We’ve had the last six, seven weeks 
to get the management team 
together and that team have been 
picked for their skills. They’re well 
known, well respected and we 
will be a democratic organisation 
moving forward.

DPTV: What’s your background 
in darts?

CS: I’ll try and keep it brief! I grew up 
playing darts in Northern Ireland at 
team level and then county level. I 
became an official with East Down, 
but work has taken me around 
the UK and I’ve played in different 
organisations.

When I was in Northern Ireland I 
used to run my own events and 
they were big events. I’m lucky that 
my organisational skills in darts 
have always come naturally to me 
and it’s one of the reasons the guys 
got me involved and appointed 

me as Vice-Chairman to dovetail 
perfectly with Johnny. There’s not too 
many in county darts who don’t know 
Johnny Stefano, he’s been chairman 
of London for years and the rapport 
we’ve built up in the last couple of 
months is superb.

DPTV: What particular skills did 
you look for in the other team 
members?

CS: We looked across the board and 
we realised that we needed fresh 
blood but also experience. People 
who have been involved with county 
for a long time, played county, 
supported county. We wanted to 
tap into that knowledge but at the 
same time too, for various reasons, 
these people hadn’t stepped up in 
the BDO. As a group, everyone has 
come together. Our media stuff is 
second to none. That proposal? 
Every member of the team had input 
in it. It’s been fantastic to be involved 
over the last few months. 

DPTV: Your proposal is very 
slick and well put together, it 
reads really well. One of the key 
differences comes in the divisions 
– not in terms of the teams, but 
in terms of the league names. 
Why was this such an important 
part of your rebrand?

CS: Originally we looked at 
regionalisation but from the very 
start we’ve invited input from the 
counties and a lot of people just 
don’t like change. An overwhelming 
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n last month’s magazine, we shed light on the current battle 
between the British Darts Organisation (BDO), Tri-Nations Darts 
and United Kingdom Darts Association (UKDA) for the future 
of county darts. 
We are now able to bring you an exclusive interview with 
UKDA Vice-Chairman Colin Savage after they released their 
final proposals on June 19th. At the time of writing, six coun-

ties (Derbyshire Clwyd, Cleveland, Carmarthenshire, Kent and Shrop-
shire) had officially joined the UKDA, with reliable sources informing 
DPTV that more will have followed by the time you are reading this.

I

interview
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EYE OF THE FEN TIGEREYE OF THE FEN TIGER

We catch up with 1996 World Matchplay Champion, Peter 
Evison, who came through a tough field as an unseeded 
player to take the Prestigeous crown in Blackpool.

t the birth of the WDC (now PDC) back 
in the early nineties, at the head of 
the queue in terms of darting talent 
within the newly formed organisation 
lay one Peter Evison. The talented 
right hander with the silky smooth 
throw had already proved his 
credentials with the BDO prior to the 
infamous split, including a win at the 

prestigeous Winmau World Masters in 1989, and 
would lay his career and livelihood on the line just 
a few short years later to help form a breakaway 
group with 15 other players (later shortened to 
13).

He is affectionately known as “The Fen Tiger” a nod 
to his days living and playing in Cambridgeshire, and 
the likeable man from West Drayton is still very much 
involved in the sport. He is mainly remembered for a 
World Masters win with the BDO in 1989, and lifting 
the PDC World Matchplay in 1996, and he came from 
humble beginnings to the top of the sport.

“I played darts at my Nan and Grandad’s as a child, but 
started in the sport seriously when I was about 12 or 
13” says Evison.

“I was on my way to the pictures with my girlfriend at 
the time. My sister was in the pub, and I called in to say 
hello. I was asked to help out the darts team as they 
were short of players. I asked my girlfriend if we could 

AN INTERVIEW WITH PETER EVISON
move the cinema to the next day, and thankfully she said 
yes! I got a buzz from playing, and a few weeks later I 
bought a dartboard. I put it up and started to play and 
practice regularly. I joined the dart team after that, and 
progressed from there”.

It wasn’t too long before Evison was honing his skills 
against the best players in the country.

“I left school early, and I was working with two plasterers 
from Ireland, one of them ran a lot of teams and the other 
was a really good dart player, and I always wanted to be as 
good as him. His name was TJ Moylan, and he played for 
Ireland a few times. I began to play in teams with them, 
and I was getting better than them, so I wanted to play at 
a better standard, so I moved to better teams with Super 
League players and it progressed from there really”.

Playing against the calibre of opposition that he was at 
the time certainly set Evison up for success down the 
road. He burst on to the mainstream scene in 1986, 
with an impressive win over John Lowe in the British 
Professional Championships in Redcar. He backed this 
up with a run to the final of the News of the World event 
in 1987, along with later stage appearances of both the 
World Championships and World Masters in 1988. These 
eye catching performances paved the way for a tilt at 
the 1989 Winmau World Masters title, and at the age of 
25, Evison impressively took the famous trophy at the 
Rainbow Suite in Kensington with a 3-2 sets win over 
the late Eric Bristow in a classic. Evison had also taken 
care of a certain Phil Taylor in the last four. What was 
notable about the 1989 edition was that there was no TV 
coverage, and the winner’s cheque had halved. This was a 
sign of things to come, with the infamous darting split just 
a matter of three years away. The Masters win though 
only served to fill Evison with confidence.

“When I won the Masters, beating Phil (Taylor) in the semi 
finals, and then having a great final and beating Eric, after 
that you just grow with confidence. In those days, you 
weren’t seeded like they are now in the Masters, and it 
was an open draw, so it was a much harder event to win. 
For Bob Anderson to win three Masters on the trot like he 
did is an amazing achievement”. 

“At that time, I thought I was unbeatable, of course. 
Everyone does when you’re playing so well”. We were lucky 
in those days to be travelling all over the world. Once Dick 
Allix became my manager, I went on a tour of Canada for 
three weeks, and I was doing exhibitions every night, and 
also had a contract with Bass when I came back to the UK, 
so it was pretty full on”.

Eventually relations with the BDO soured with a lot of 

interview
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