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John Lowe
As part of Inside the WDF’s excellent Golden Arrows podcasts, 
Andrew Sinclair is joined by three time World Champion, and legend 
of the sport, John Lowe.

Page 28-30

Martijn Kleermaker & Benito 
van de Pas
We go double Dutch as we catch up with Dutch Giant, Martijn 
Kleermaker, and “Big Ben”, Benito van de Pas.
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INTERVIEWINTERVIEW 
Krzysztof Ratajski
Ben Hudd chats to “The Polish Eagle”, who 
has soared into the top 16 of the PDC Order 
of Merit, and continues to make progress 
towards a first PDC televised title.

Page 22-23

Dimitri Dances To World Matchplay TitleDimitri van den Bergh captures the 
BetFred World Matchplay, and a PDC 
major for the very first time as the 

tournament moves to Milton Keynes. Full review:
Page 10-13

NEWSNEWS 
PDC Introduce 
Groundbreaking 
Womens Series
Two spots will be on offer for the 2021 
WIlliam Hill PDC World Championship as 
the Ladies game gets its own mini tour, 
taking place in Cannock in November.

Page 7

NEWSNEWS 
PDC Announce 
Autumn Series
Following on from the successful Summer 
Series in Milton Keynes, the PDC branch out 
to Germany in September for an Autumn 
Series, which will provide much needed 
competition and prize money.

Page 6
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Sky Sports Darts presenter Dave Clark has stood down from 
his post after 18 years fronting coverage of the sport.

@dartsplanettv 05

fter succeeding Jeff Stelling in 
2002, Clark was the face of the 
sport through its meteoric rise 
from events being staged in small 
cabaret clubs to the biggest arenas 
in the world.

The Leeds-born host has been 
presenting Sky Sports’ darts coverage 

over the last ten years whilst fighting Parkinson’s 
disease, and has raised over £500,000 towards 
research.

And while he says he still feels well enough to 
present live shows, he wanted to bow out on his 
own terms and still on top of his game.

Away from his darts commitments he was also 
the face of boxing coverage on the channel and 
presented some of the biggest fights of recent 
times, including Carl Froch vs George Groves, and 
was one of the first faces on Sky Sports News after 
its launch in 1998.

Commenting on his retirement from broadcasting, 
Clark said: “When I was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
a ‘specialist’ said I’d only be able to present live sport 
for two or three more years.

“Nearly a decade after that diagnosis, I can still 
present live television, on stage, in front of 10,000 
people. I’ve decided I want to stop now, still in 
control, still able to do the job, still able to enjoy it.

“The last thing I want is for someone to throw in the 

towel for me or for darts fans to feel uncomfortable 
or sorry for me as my Parkinson’s progresses.”

With the travelling and long haul tournaments 
Sky cover during the year, not least the marathon 
Premier League event, family time was something 
the Yorkshireman was keen to enjoy more of.

“Lockdown has given us all a lot of time to think, on 
occasions too much time, but it’s given me time to 
sort out my priorities. Family comes first.

“I’m keen to spend more days with my wife and two 
sons. Time is a real luxury that so many have been 
denied during this difficult period.”

Although he won’t be a regular feature at the Darts, 
Clark is still determined to live life to the fullest and 
not let any challenge faze him.

“ I ’m not giving up on life, just stopping doing the 
darts. I intend to keep busy, writing a book about 
my time presenting during some of the sport’s 
greatest years.

“I’m hoping to stay involved in broadcasting in some 
capacity and will continue to raise awareness of 
Parkinson’s and fundraising to find a cure through 
my chosen charity Parkinson’s UK.”

All of us at DPTV wish Dave all the very best, and 
thank him for his excellent and passionate coverage 
over the years.

Words:  HENRY DEACON

Clark Steps Down as Sky Clark Steps Down as Sky 
Sports Darts PresenterSports Darts Presenter
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atching him, you’d never have 
known that John Lowe, the three-
time BDO World Champion, didn’t 
pick up a dart until the age of 21 
in circumstances he describes 
as ‘fate’. But that’s exactly how 
Old Stoneface’s darting journey 
began.

“I didn’t throw a dart, literally, until I was 21. Like 
anyone else, probably my mother or father bought 
me a paper dartboard when I was kid, and I probably 
threw a few darts on that and never bothered again. 

“I’m from a very religious family, so going out to pubs 
wasn’t really something I did until I was old enough to 
make my own decisions. I started racing motorcycles 
and it was snowing one Good Friday. We were at 
Oulton Park and it was too bad, so we came back and 
called in a pub called the Butchers Arms. Some guys 
were playing days and one of them went to the 
toilet and asked me if I’d take his throw. 
That’s where it began.

“I never thought I’d play again but 
the guy left, and said ‘You’re better 
than me, keep going’. He left me 
a set of his darts and then I got 
a set of my own. I started 
playing at h o m e 
just for f u n , 
t h e n they 
a s k e d 
me to 
j o i n 
t h e 
local 
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league. Before I knew it I was, within a year, playing 
seven days a week.”

Lowe’s first major tournament win came in the 1976 
Winmau World Masters, when he defeated Phil 
Obbard 3-0 in the final at the West Centre Hotel in 
Fulham. While the News of the World was still the 
biggest tournament in the sport at the time, because 
every person in Britain could play in it, the Masters win 
was a big moment for the Derbyshire native.

“The Masters was fabulous. It was the first major 
competition that I’d won and winning that made me 
realise I was as good as anyone else.”

A little over 14 months later, Lowe was part of the 
field for the inaugural BDO World Championships at 
the Heart of the Midlands Club in Nottingham. After 
recording victories over Bobby Semple, Tim Brown 
and Stefan Lord, Lowe fell 11-7 in the final, the only 
final to be played in a matchplay format, to Wales’ 
Leighton Rees. 

“It was quite unbelievable. Everyone thinks it was the 
BDO and Olly Croft who started it but that was not true. 
Actually, the guy who brought it all about was Michael 
Waterson, from Chesterfield, who put together the 
World Snooker Championship with Embassy. He rang 
me at 2 o’clock in the morning and asked me how 
many professionals there were in darts. I said ‘about 
four’. He said ‘we need at least 16, I’m putting a World 
Championship on’.”

The format, venue and size of the field changed the 
following year, with 24 players lining up at Jollees 
nightclub in Stoke for a setplay tournament all aiming 
to dethrone Rees. As fate would have it, the Welsh 
legend and Lowe would once again lock horns in the 
final, with Lowe avenging his defeat from 12 months 
prior as he won 5-0.

“It was fabulous. The way it worked, we used to play 
so many sets in the afternoon, have a rest, and then 
come back in the evening. I was 3-0 up and someone 
from Embassy came up to me and asked me literally 
would I throw a set. I said ‘you don’t do that in a World 
Championship, because before you know where you 

in conversation with in conversation with 
john lowejohn lowe
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As part of the excellent “Golden Arrows” series of 
podcasts, courtesy of Inside the WDF, Andrew Sinclair 
chats to a legend of the sport, and three time World 
Champion, John Lowe

interview
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DartsDarts &  & The Economic CrisisThe Economic Crisis
Meanwhile, darts in central London, which has long been 
under threat, may never recover. With the crowds of 
workers no longer flocking to the Capital, business has 
severely dwindled with a lack of lunchtime and after work 
trade. Elsewhere in Hampshire, Hayling Island (home to 
the popular Mill Rythe darts festivals twice a year) has 
closed indefinitely. To give you some idea of the impact, 
Hampshire Darts had dates booked in with them until 
2025. Rileys have also suffered, with branch closures in 
Grays, Sheffield, London Haymarket, Prestwich, Worces-
ter and Wolverhampton. Some of those branches were 
used for UK Open Qualifying events earlier this year. 

While the health impact of Covid has been well docu-
mented, the economic repercussions will be more far 
reaching. Darts won’t go unaffected. Without wishing to 
add to the already gloomy news cycle, the worst is al-
most certainly yet to come. 

s we go to press, Government guid-
ance for the resumption of indoor 
sports has now come into force. The 
fact that the guidance to the pubs/
clubs still says that indoor games can’t 
take place of course only muddies the 
waters. More muddled guidance from 
the Government? Surely not…

Be that as it may, all of us here at DPTV 
Towers hope that grassroots opens and leagues kick-off 
once again without incident. Opens like the money in/
money out round robin at Burghfield Community Sports 
Association organised by James Bishop, which took place 
on the 25th July. Meanwhile, there are Opens in Cleve-
land, Middlesbrough and Hastings all advertised for 
this month which look set to take place while adhering 
to social distancing guidelines. The task is no mean feat 
for event organisers, after all there is no guidance for 
darts, unlike all other sports whose governing bodies 
have worked tirelessly to ensure their events are Covid 
secure. 

In this strange limbo period for grassroots darts, it is at 
the very least encouraging that the majority of venues 
appear to have survived the pandemic, and that grass-
roots organisers haven’t lost their appetite for arranging 
events. Players will surely begin to flock to them as soon 
as they become regular occurrences once again, albeit in 
small sanctioned gatherings. 

There has been much talk of the future of County darts 
as well as what role Modern Amatuer Darts (MAD) will 
have to play in the future of the game. The stark real-
ity however is that it will be severely hampered if ven-
ues don’t pull through this economic crisis. In a recent 
survey from insurance firm Simply Business, 19% of all 
pub owners fear permanent closure in the three to six 
months despite the fact they are now open. 
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Rileys Lockdown 
Challenge

ne brand of venues that should hopeful-
ly now be open by the time you read this, 
is Rileys Sports Bars. Given the econom-
ic turmoil that potentially faces the UK 
caused by the pandemic, all of us at DPTV 
Towers wish Rileys a speedy recovery in 
terms of its reopening. They’ve sadly al-
ready felt the effects of pandemic, with the 
permanent closure of branches in Grays, 

Wolverhampton, Sheffield and Worcester. The Wolves 
and Sheffield branches were used as UK Open qualifying 
venues earlier in the year. Wolves meanwhile will always 
have a special place in DPTV hearts as Gav and the team 
hosted a tournament there in December where Luke 
Woodhouse took the spoils, beating Scott Baker in the 
finale. 

When lockdown first commenced, thousands ploughed 
onto Nakka, LiDarts, Nexus and Webcam Darts respec-
tively. I meanwhile was set a more peculiar darts chal-
lenge by Rileys. Namely to interview and play as many 
Rileys UK Open qualifiers as possible. Well you have to 
have a hobby. 

I eventually managed to catch-up with 26 players. It sadly 
didn’t include Rob Cross, Glen Durrant and Paul Hogan, 
who we hope to catch later down the line. Nor did it in-
clude Fallon Sherrock who qualified in February, while 
we wish Paul Whitworth (a five-time Rileys qualifier) a 
speedy recovery health-wise. 

It was fascinating to hear their stories and discover what 
a pivotal part in their darting journey, qualifying for their 
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