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latest newslatest news
The three days of action will begin with a Grand Slam of 
Darts Qualifier on Friday October 16, with one place in No-
vember’s tournament up for grabs.

The proceeding Saturday and Sunday will then see two 
Women’s Series events held on each day, offering £5,000 in 
prize money apiece.

The mini-tour will then see the top two players secure plac-
es in December’s World Darts Championship at Alexandra 
Palace.

Entry will be £25 per player per event, and the PDC Wom-
en’s Series will be open to all female players aged 16 and 
above. Entry is free to the Grand Slam of Darts Qualifier.

he second staging of the innovative PDC 
Home Tour commenced on Monday 31st 
August, featuring 70 of the lowest ranked 
tour card holders available.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic bringing the 
professional season to a halt in mid-March, 
the Home Tour was brought into fruition in 
April and saw Nathan Aspinall claim the inau-

gural crown.

The popular live-streamed initiative will now return, despite 
in-person professional darts having recommenced, with a 
change in format as well as improvements on the broad-
casting front.

Ten, seven-player groups will initially take place from August 
31-September 28, with the top three players in each group, 
along with the five best fourth placed players, qualifying for 
the second phase.

The 35-player second phase will take place from September 
29-October 7 and see the top four in each group and the 
best fifth placed player progress.

The third phase will see three groups compete from Oc-
tober 12-14, before the top two from each and the best 
third-placed player move into the Championship Group on 
Thursday October 15.

We will of course cover the initial rounds of action in Octo-
ber’s issue.

T
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Second PDC Home Tour 
Announced

Nijman admits match-fixing 
after ‘making mistake in 
relation to betting’ during 
Icons of Darts Live League

he PDC Women’s Series has been relo-
cated to the Barnsley Metrodome due to 
venue problems in Cannock.

Lisa Ashton, Fallon Sherrock and other female 
throwers were originally scheduled to com-
pete at the inaugural Women’s Series at the 
Chase Leisure Centre from October 16-18.

The four-event series was planned to become 
the first professional darts tournament to be held at the 
West Midlands venue, though, the staging has since been 
moved to South Yorkshire.

T

Inaugural PDC Women’s 
Series relocated to 
Barnsley Metrodome due to 
venue problems

Words: BEN HUDD

essel Nijman has admitted to 
match-fixing and breaching rules re-
garding betting during the Modus 
Icons of Darts Live League.

The innovative Icons of Darts Live League 
took place throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic, in order to provide players 
with remotely contested competitive ac-

tion whilst the season was shutdown.

Both Nijman and multiple-time BDO World Champion-
ship qualifier Kyle McKinstry were handed accusations of 
match-fixing by the Darts Regulation Authority (DRA).

The pair both have ‘a case to answer’ in relation to DRA 
betting rule breaches and have been suspended from at-
tending or competing in DRA sanctioned events until the 
conclusion of any hearings.

Nijman was identified by the International Betting Integrity 
Association (IBIA) following a 4-0 defeat at the hands of Da-
vid Evans.

The Dutchman will now face an arranged hearing and will 
remain suspended by the DRA until any decision regarding 
a fine or extended ban has been reached.

Nijman has already admitted to match-fixing during the 
Icons of Darts Live League after being pressurised to lose 
the match against the BDO World Championship quarter-fi-
nalist.

“I would like to place on public record my sincere regret and 
apology for the mistake I made in relation to betting and 
match-fixing,” Nijman said in a Professional Darts Players 
Association (PDPA) statement.

“I was put under some pressure to lose a match and I 
agreed to do this. I have admitted the offence and take full 
responsibility for it and will accept my punishment.

“I should have spoken to my management, the PDPA, DRA 
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non-uk stagings 

he Unibet Premier League finally 
resumed in late August, but it was 
far from how we once knew it. The 
PDC had worked wonders in getting 
the competition back and running, 
and, rather than the usual all singing 
and dancing roadshow that we are 
used to, it was a behind closed doors 

event in Milton Keynes. Still, the show must go 
on, and the PDC have done an excellent job at 
giving the competition the feel that the crowd 
are still in attendance, with crowd noise, and 
video support all helping to create atmosphere. 
When the league was halted in Liverpool way back 
in March, Glen Durrant stood proudly on top of the 
pile. Fast forward to the end of the league phase, 
and ‘Duzza’ remarkably kept things that way as 
he finished top of the pile in his first season as a 
Premier League player. He will be joined at the O2 
Arena in October by Peter Wright, Gary Anderson 
and Nathan Aspinall, who all booked their places on 
a dramatic final night which saw five time champion, 
Michael van Gerwen eliminated.

The resumption of the league saw a handful battling 
against elimination, but it was to be Rob Cross, 
and not Daryl Gurney as many expected, that was 
the man to lose his place amongst the elite come 
Judgement Night. Here, I review weeks 7-16 of the 
invitational event.

Night 7
‘Superchin’ began his fight for survival against Chris 
Dobey, and it was a night to forget for the challenger 
as he missed a dozen doubles and averaged just 
over 79 as Gurney bagged a much needed 7-2 win. 
Michael van Gerwen plunged Cross into the mire 
with a 7-2 win on the opening night at the Marshall 
Arena, while player of the night was a rejuvenated 
Gary Anderson, who averaged over 109 in defeating 

Michael Smith 7-3. Glen Durrant remained at the top 
of the league as he clawed his way to a 6-6 draw with 
the World Champion, Peter Wright. Nathan Aspinall 
won the night’s final match with a 7-4 win over the 
unconvincing Gerwyn Price.

Night 8
Night eight saw Glen Durrant again defy the doubters 
as he averaged 104.4 and took out 167 on the way to 
a 7-3 win against a faltering Michael van Gerwen. MVG 
had labelled Durrant “boring” prior to their meeting, 
but the Teessider had the last laugh as he remained 
undefeated against the Dutchman. Daryl Gurney 
continued his resurgence as he edged out Nathan 
Aspinall 7-5 for another two vital points. Michael 
Smith dealt Rob Cross a hammer blow with a 7-3 win, 
while Gerwyn Price eased his fears of elimination with 
a 7-1 romp over Gary Anderson. Another challenger 
didn’t get going as Jeffrey de Zwaan succumbed to a 
7-1 defeat to Peter Wright.

Judgement Night
The sole elimination spot went to Rob Cross as the 
2018 World Champion crashed out as a result of 
his 7-4 loss at the hands of Glen Durrant. Gerwyn 
Price picked up the one leg he needed to guarantee 
survival and then some, as he routed the final 
challenger, Jermaine Wattimena, 7-0. Daryl Gurney 
was left sweating as he slipped to a 7-4 defeat to 
Peter Wright, who missed double 12 for a nine dart 
finish. Michael van Gerwen’s woes continued as Gary 
Anderson handed him a 7-4 defeat, while Nathan 
Aspinall edged out Michael Smith 7-5.

Night 10
Post Judgement Night saw the race for the playoffs 
begin in earnest. A further seven league phase nights 

Unibet Premier League ReviewUnibet Premier League Review
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The History
The World Grand Prix was born in 1998 at the Casino 
Rooms in Rochester, Kent, where Phil Taylor was crowned 
inaugural champion with a 13-8 win over Rod Harring-
ton. The tournament has been under a sets format since 
1998, but the first edition would be a best of 3 legs a set 
affair. Taylor would retain his title with a 6-1 win against 
Shayne Burgess in Kent, which featured a round robin 
stage, and when the Grand Prix was moved to Rosslare, 
Ireland in 2000, ‘The Power’ made it a hat trick of titles 
with a repeat 6-1 win over Burgess. 2001 saw the move 
to Dublin, and Alan Warriner-Little clinched his first and 
only TV ‘major’ with an 8-2 success over Roland Scholten. 
Taylor would regain the crown in 2002, and defended it 
in 2003 with 7-3 and 7-2 wins over John Part. 2004 was 
the year of ‘Jaws’ as Colin Lloyd captured a maiden ‘major’ 
with a 7-3 win over Warriner-Little. It wasn’t long before 
Taylor had the title back, again for another two years as 
he won 2005 and 2006 titles with wins against Lloyd and 
Terry Jenkins respectively. 2007 saw James Wade follow 
up his World Matchplay win with a 6-3 victory over the 
luckless Terry Jenkins in the final. 2008 and 2009 was the 
‘El Classico’ of darts with Taylor sealing another two tro-
phies with 6-2 and 6-3 wins over his great rival, Raymond 
van Barneveld. Wade was at the double in 2010, defeat-
ing Adrian Lewis 6-3, but Taylor again regained in a 6-3 
win over Brendan Dolan in the 2011 edition. 2012 was 
the birth of the Green Machine, as Michael van Gerwen 
began his PDC gold rush with a 6-4 win against Mervyn 
King. Again though, Taylor would regain control in a ruth-
less 6-0 win over Dave Chisnall. That would prove the 
last best of 11 set final, as the showpiece moved to a 
best of 9 affair. MVG began the new era with a second 
win, a 5-3 win over James Wade. There was a new name 
on the trophy for 2015, when Robert Thornton stunned 
van Gerwen with a deserved 5-4 win. The Dutchman av-
eraged 100.29 on the way to a third Grand Prix in 2016, 
beating Gary Anderson 5-3, but it was to be Daryl Gur-
ney’s year in 2017, a 5-4 win for ‘Superchin’ as he picked 
up his first PDC televised ‘major’. The last two years have 
belonged to van Gerwen though. 2018 saw him defeat 
Peter Wright 5-2, and last years’ final saw Dave Chisnall 
suffer a 5-3 defeat as the man in green took a fifth title.

The Memorable Moments
Due to its short first round format, the World Grand Prix 
has provided some notable shock results early on, es-
pecially with Phil Taylor involved. Taylor lost in the open-

s with the other PDC TV majors af-
fected by the Coronavirus Pandemic, 
the BoyleSports Grand Prix is the lat-
est tournament finding itself in need 
of a new home. 

The event moves from its traditional Cit-
ywest Hotel home in Dublin, and finds 
itself at the Ricoh Arena, Coventry from 

October 6-12. The unique double in and out format has 
long been a fixture on the calendar, and moves from its 
usual base for the first time since 2001. With the Mar-
shall Arena in Milton Keynes otherwise engaged, and the 
Citywest currently serving as an isolation unit to tackle 
Coronavirus, Coventry was a sensible alternative. 

The Format
The event is one of only two alongside the World Cham-
pionships that uses set play. It’s the only event in the 
PDC calendar that features a double start.

The World Grand Prix begins with a first round of best of 
three sets, with the winner of a set the first man to three 
legs. The final set is also over best of five, meaning that 
there is no overtime or sudden death.

The Prize Money
The first Grand Prix champion received just £9,000, and 
the 2020 champion in Coventry will earn a cool £110,000 
and the famous glass trophy.

A

BoyleSports World Grand BoyleSports World Grand 
Prix PreviewPrix Preview
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DELICIOUS, NUTRITIONALLY
BALANCED MIND AND BODY  

POSITIVE PRODUCTS
100% ORGANIC, VEGAN & THC FREE, DESIGNED FOR 

ENDURANCE ATHLETES

ENDURANCE RANGE
PROTEIN/ENERGY BARS THAT ARE TASTY, NUTRITIOUS,  

AND QUICKLY GIVES YOU A LOT OF ENERGY...

Pure Innocence has been 
designed specifically to 
enhance your fitness and 
well-being.

Formulated with organic, 
high quality, naturally 
sourced ingredients. 
ensuring our range 
deliveres nutritionally 
balanced products for 
optimum high speed 
delivery of nutrients and 
supercharged recovery. 
here at pure innocence 

we understand the importance of fuelling 
the body for exercise, but for any workout 
that lasts longer than 90 minutes it is 
essential that you fuel for your recovery 

too. the best way to do this is with 100% 
organic, natural & delicious wholefood, 
with the optimal balance of essential 
vitamins and minerals.

At pure innocence we found that the 
key to training is to control what we can 
control which comes down to how we 
rest and recover, and what we put into 
our bodies. Growth and progression in 
physical fitness training in all its various 
forms. 

We make products that carry a robust 
and comprehensive array of benefits, that 
build and maintain a healthy body and 
mind.   
 
Visit...www.pureinnocence.co.uk

www.dartsplanet.tv

NEW KID ON 
THE ROCK

ompeting for your homeland in any 
sport should be held in high regard, 
recognised and respected at any age. 
Very few feelings surpass the sheer 
elation that comes alongside wearing 
your nation’s colours.

The red and white of Gibraltar was originally 
pulled on by now 18-year-old Craig Galliano 

two years ago when competing for his nation’s Under-18s 
football team.

Months later would see the prodigiously-talented 
youngster donning Gibraltarian colours once again - this 
time on the oche at the Action Indoor Sports Centre in 
Bristol, England, participating in the JDC Junior World 
Championship.

Gibraltar is usually known for its renowned Rock and 
Barbary masques more so than its sporting expertise, 
but darts has been passed onto Galliano since a very 
young age.  

“I started playing darts when I was two years old,” he 
revealed. “My parents bought me a magnetic dartboard 
- which I used to place on the sofa and spend all day 
throwing. 

“I used to practice with my grandads as well, kicking a ball 
here and there also. By the age of five or six I had joined 
a league, and that’s when I started to get extremely 
addicted to the sport.”

When it comes to promising players residing from the 
Rock, there are many prodigies emerging from the British 
overseas territory - which homes a mere, predicted 
34,000 people.

Justin Hewitt and Sean Negrette are just two other 
youngsters vying to enjoy a glittering career in the sport, 
in a nation that has received tremendous commitment 
from Alex Nunez and the Gibraltar Darts Youth Academy.

“Youth darts has been ongoing in Gibraltar for the past 
six years, showing high amounts of promising players,” 
Galliano added.

“There are quite a few younger players coming through 
the ranks, and hoping to achieve what we have done in 
the last four years as youth players. The future for darts 
on the Rock will only get better!”

Both Galliano and Hewitt, two of Gibraltar’s brightest 
prospects, have recently received backing from a 
certain management specialist and a newly-established 

manufacturing 
team.

“It was a no 
brainer signing 
with Darting 
Promotions as this 
has always been 
something that I 
would have wanted 
to achieve,” expressed 
Galliano.

“After signing with Loxley 
Darts - which has been 
another great deal for me - 
this has motivated me to keep going and 
work harder, and I’m sure that this will be a boost for my 
progression. I can’t thank them enough.”

Gibraltar is far from a darting hotbed, but some form 
of talent is gradually developing there, and that could 
be predominantly down to the JDC and PDC visiting the 
territory annually.

Both the Gibraltar Darts Trophy, last year won by Krzysztof 
Ratajski, and the JDC Junior World Championship take 
place yearly on the Rock, with the world’s best players 
competing.

Both tournaments have been cancelled this year due to 
the ongoing effects of the coronavirus pandemic, with 
Galliano obviously slightly gutted but also respective of 
the correct decision. 

“We were once again the ones to host it this year, but of 
course with the pandemic happening right now, I think 
personally it’s the right decision by the JDC to postpone it 
to a different date. I agree with the decision as it’s a risk 
that could harm our community.

“It normally means a lot to us. Last year the JDC came 
to Gibraltar, and all I can say is positive comments as 
everything was run smoothly, the venue was perfect for 
darts and about Gibraltar, all I can say is it’s the place to 
be.

“Also the PDC coming here every year, seeing the top 
players competing on the European Tour is wonderful. 
With the Host Nation Qualifiers, it’s a great chance for 
players like myself to experience what it‘s like to play 
against the best, and hopefully I can experience that very 
soon.”

Galliano was also supposed to be attending university as 
of September across the pond in England, but he has 
instead opted to remain in Gibraltar.

“I have made a decision to not attend university this year 
and therefore to stay in Gibraltar,” he said. “I shall be 
attending all Development Tour tournaments and seeing 
what the future holds for me.

“Right now, my goals for the future are quite simple: I 
want to improve as a player, to work as hard as I can 
to improve and show how good I can become with hard 
work and determination. 

“I will be following my dreams, and like I’ve always said: 
‘Dream. Believe. Achieve’.”

C
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GIBRALTAR’S GALLIANO 
GAINING GROUND TOWARDS 
GREATNESS
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